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Wednesday, April 17, 2002, 5:35 p.m
- 000-

MS. AMARAL: Al oha ahi ahi kakou (good
evening all). Aloha, nmai (greetings). M nane is
Annelle Amaral. And I'mgoing to be your facilitator
this evening along with Mki Lee and Karen Aka.

As you start to cone on in and settle down, a few
things we want to remnd you of. Those of you that are
interested in providing cooment this evening, we would
remnd you to fill out one of these cards that's |ocated
at the registration table just outside the room On the
back of the card is a nunber. And we're going to be
calling you in the order of this nunber. So you may have
signed in on the long sheet and think that that's
sufficient for you to be called up to speak. Actually we
need you to fill inthis little card if you want to
speak.

There are, of course, other ways to speak. And
we'll talk to you a little bit nore about that soon. But
as people are comng in and getting settled, we would
like to begin this neeting, open the neeting with a pule
wehe(openi ng prayer). And we are honored this evening to
have with us Kaneal a Akaka who will do the opening pule

thi s eveni ng.




© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

N NN N NN P P R R R R R R R
a A W N P O O 00 N O U pd W N -, O

MR, AKAKA: 'Ano'ai ke welina o ke aloha (a
warm and affectionate welcone). |1'd like to begin this
evening in a very Hawaiian, traditional Hawaiian way with
a pule, with a prayer. And so | ask everybody to pl ease
stand, ku i luna (to please rise) as | pule now and to
pl ease offer your own personal prayers. E pule kakou
(let us all pray).

E ke Akua mana | oa, a nme ke Kei ki nme ka 'Uhane
henol el e, na 'aunmakua na kini akua o na kupuna a pau | oa
o kea o nei (Almghty God, and the Son and the Holy
Spirit, the famly deities, the nultitude of deities of
all the ancestors of this world).

We stand here hunbly in Thy presence. As we
think of the future of Hawaii, for this island, for the
warriors of Hawaii past, present and future, for the
future of the people of Hawaii and the decisions that
need to be nmade, we ask you to guide us in every step of
the way as we kukakuka, as we talk, as we bring our
mana' o, our thoughts together to create a future of peace
to the world, to utilize Hawaii as the synbol of peace in
the world; that the spirit of love nay go around the
gl obe in the universe, and that this nessage of al oha
(ki ndness, conpassion) be sent through all of our hearts
in everything that we strive to do.

We thank Thee for all the bl essings of our
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islands, for the spirit and soul that has been given to
the lands, the aina. And that we strive to continue the
| egacy of our kupuna (el ders) who're the kapu (sacred)
keepers of the I and.

We ask the kupuna (el ders), we ask our aumakua
(famly or personal deity), we ask Akua nui (A m ghty
God) to be with us through this process as we create a
better future for the people of Hawaii, and so of the
peopl e of this nation and the worl d.

Pl ease be with the | eaders, the alaka'i. Help
themwi th their decisions that they may do, and make
their decisions fromtheir na' au (heart, center of
enotion), utilizing their heart and soul in the com ng
weeks to do what is right, what is pono.

But we ask you now that your presence be here as
we share each other in talk and in thought.

MS. AMARAL: Mahal o (thank you). Before we
begin, we would like to introduce the panel that's seated
before you. And | wonder if we could start with M.

Bor ne.

MR. BORNE: |'m Ron Borne. |I’'mthe
transformati on manager for the U. S. Arny Hawaii .

COL SCHM TZ: Al oha (greetings). |I'mJerry
Schmtz. |1'mthe commander of Pohakul oa Training Area.

COL PUTTMANN:  Good evening. Col onel Bil
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Puttmann, United States Arny Garrison Comrander here in
Hawai i .

MAJ HONG Hello. |I'm Tom Hong, Chief of
Cvil Law Division, 25th Infantry Division and U S. Arny
Hawai i .

M5. NCEL: G na Noel, environnental
coordinator for transformation in Hawaii .

MR. REDPATH. M nane's George Redpath. |'m
the EI'S Proj ect Manager for Tetra Tech, Honol ul u.

M5. AMARAL: Thank you. Right now Col onel
Puttmann woul d i ke to make sone wel com ng and
introductory remarks. And then we will talk a little bit
about the process that we have before us, and what's to

come up. But if | could defer right now to Col one

Put t mann.

COL PUTTMANN: Al oha (greetings).

THE AUDI ENCE: Al oha (greetings).

COLONEL PUTTMANN:  As | mentioned before,
I"'mBill Puttmann. 1'mthe United States Arnmy Garrison
Commander here in Hawaii, and as such have oversi ght

responsibilities for the training facility that the Arny
has at Pokahul oa.

On behal f of Major General Janes Dubik, the
Commandi ng General of the 25th Infantry D vision and

United States Arny Hawaii, |'d like to wel cone you here
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to our second scoping neeting for the Environnmental
| npact Statement for Armmy Transformation here in Hawaii .

l"d like to thank you, Danny Akaka, for that
openi ng pul e (prayer).

Before we begin, just briefly about nyself. |[|'ve
had the pleasure of serving here in Hawaii for
approxi mately two-and-a-half years with ny famly. W
live over on OGahu at Wheeler Arny Airfield. |[|'ve had the
pl easure and privilege to come over on numerous occasions
to the beautiful island of Hawaii .

Tonight we're here to provide informati on on the
proposed Arny Transformation in Hawaii and to receive
your comrents on what issues you want the Arny to
consi der and address in our Environnental |npact
Statenent or EIS. To appear here in a few m nutes, Ron
Borne will talk you through about a 30-m nute
presentation on our proposed transformation here in
Hawaii. The facilitators will coordinate tonight's
nmeeting and provide an effective systemfor feedback and
gat hering the input.

We | ook to you to provide to us those
environnental i1issues and concerns you believe we need to
address and anal yze as we go forward with this EIS. This
is the very early stages of the Environnental |npact

Statenent. And nuch of what you hear tonight are
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proposal s. But your issues and concerns hel p us devel op
a gane plan to properly assess the potential inpacts of
t he proposed actions on the environnent.

An Environmental |npact Statenent is the nost
conprehensi ve docunment that an agency can prepare under
the National Environnmental Policy Act or NEPA. And this
process will be explained in greater detail by M. George
Redpat h.

| know everyone i s anxious to begin, so, again,

t hank you very much for com ng here and sharing your tine
with us tonight. 'l turn it over to Annelle.

M5. AMARAL: Thank you, Colonel. Alittle
nmore just by way of housekeeping issues. Refreshnents
have been provided. They're located on the side of the
room here. Please get up and make yoursel ves at hone and
get sone refreshnents at wll.

Qutside you'll notice that there were information
di spl ays and personnel available to answer any questions
about those displays and provide you wth any
information. W invite you to walk around and talk to
sone of the personnel.

The bat hroons are out here to the right and right
across actually fromthe registration desk.

And the intention is to end this neeting by 8:30

this evening. As a result of that, then, you know that
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we as the facilitators will be watching very closely that
all the people speaking wll Iimt their tine and their
presentation to approximtely five mnutes. W're going
totry to gently remnd you to stay within that tine
[imt. But we hope that you will also nonitor yourself.
M ki .

M5. LEE: Thank you. Good evening. 1'd
like to talk a little bit about the purpose of our
meeting tonight. First, it's for you to hear what the
Arny's proposals are for the transformation. And then,
secondl y, probably nost inportantly for us, is to hear
back fromyou on your concerns, environnental issues,
cultural issues that you would Iike the Arnmy to consider
inits ES

The format is going to go like this. W're going
to have presentations in just a few mnutes. You're
going to see a slide show that reviews sone of the
proposals. After that we' ve got sonmeone who will talk
about the Environnmental |npact Statenent process. After
that we're going to turn the floor over to you and ask
you to cone up and nmake sone comments.

W will call you in the order that you sign up
It's not too late if you changed your mnd. |[If you
prefer to not cone up in front of a |l arge group, we

actually have a court stenographer |ocated out in the
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| obby who will sit wth you and take your comments as
wel | .

Comments are al so very welcone in witing. W
have a formif that's hel pful for you. You can subm't
themlater on your own letterhead, fax, e-mail. There's
a sheet out in front that wal ks you through all of that.

W're trying to make as nmany opportunities as
possi ble. The deadline for your comments is May 30.

At this point, I'd like to ask M. Borne if he
woul d conme up and give us his presentation. And his
presentation is about 25, 30 m nutes.

MR, BORNE: As | introduced nyself, ny nane
is Ron Borne. 1'mthe transformation manager for U S
Arny Hawaii. Like Colonel Puttmann, I'd |ike to thank
you all for taking the tinme to cone join us this evening.

And | wll be briefing you on why we are | ooki ng
at making changes to the Arny in Hawaii, specifically the
2nd Brigade of the 25th Infantry D vision and the
proposed projects that it will take to inplenment that
change and how they will have an effect on our community.

Wiy is the Arny transform ng? Recently the world
is a rapidly changing place and all the mlitary services
are changing to neet new chal |l enges and m ssi ons around
the gl obe. The Arny as a whole is proposing to make

changes that will affect the way it trains, equips,
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fights and interacts with civilian populations in
depl oyed ar eas.

The term “transformation” is chosen to describe
how the Arny will change to neet these new chall enges.
During our cold war days we had the |uxury of know ng who
our enemes were. They wore different unifornms and
different equi pnent, and we had geographic lines to
describe our differences such as the Iron Curtain, and
numerically nunbered parallels that separated ourselves
and our ideol ogi es.

Qur conbat vehicles were designed to be heavy and
powerful in order to neet an opposing arny simlar to
oursel ves and nuch |i ke we had experienced during Wrld
VWar |1. Thus, we were always thinking European as the
next battlefront, and planned accordingly. As an Arny we
woul d nove agai nst an opposition in nmutually-protected
formations to find an eneny, figure out the strengths and
| ocation of the opposing forces by firing our weapons,
and then nove against themto overcone this opposition
with force.

Today the tactics and our m ssions have changed.
W may not be able to identify our enem es as easily as
before. And foes may change several tinmes during a
single operation. Qur allies are now nmade up of

coalitions, with sone alliances formng right before or
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even during mlitary operations. And our allies m ght
share sone common traits as our oppositions.

Information or intelligence has al ways been an
inportant part of mlitary operations. But the speed,
accuracy has been increased multifold by our nodern
i nformati on age and nodern technol ogy such as the
Internet. Now we can rely on renote sensors, high
technol ogy and a wealth of intelligence to see a foe
before he sees us, and use our speed and maneuver to our
advant age and his weaknesses at tines so that we may
engage himin a tinme and place of our choosing.

Also not all mlitary operations are decl ared
wars or even open fighting conflicts, as peacekeeping
operations have becone nore a normthan the exception.

We are not the only unit in the Arny to begin
transformation. Two brigades at Fort Lew s, \Washi ngton
wi |l begin; as one brigade at Fort Wainright, Alaska; one
at Fort Pol k, Louisiana; and one with the Pennsylvani a
Nat i onal Guard.

As | have nentioned, in the past, traditionally
we have been able to predict potential areas of conflict
and pl anned and prepared for such, and that is no | onger
the case. VWhile we can still see areas of risk for
conventional battles which have existed for years, we can

no | onger be able to predict where the next mlitary
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necessity will be and to what level the mlitary response
IS required.

| nmean, if you would have told nme as a young Arny
officer in the 1970s that | would be marching with
Pol i sh, Hungarian and Romani an soldiers in a parade in a
unified Germany by the tine | retired, | would have
t hought you insane. The same if you had told anyone that
a US. Arny general would be conmandi ng a nul tinational
force which included a Russian arny brigade in a forner
East Bloc country by the end of the last century, it
woul d be the sane.

Accordingly, in August of 2001, if soneone woul d
have thought we would be fighting in Afghanistan with the
help of a former Soviet state, who woul d have thought?
Just as the naned areas shown are places we are at now or
have been recently, who would be able to predict where
the next areas of concern or flashpoint may be? And, of
course, terrorismadds a whole new di nension, as it does
not know boundari es.

Also, as our mlitary draws down in size, the
nunber and frequency of deploynents strain the current
mlitary force. Unfortunately, as long as sone of the
darker sides of human traits exist such as greed, racism
hate and violence, the possibilities for these conflicts

remain real and the Arny nust remain ready. As you can
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see how Hawaii is in a strategically inportant |ocation
as currently we are centrally located in sone of these
areas for strategic depl oynent.

There are operational factors which define our
tasks well, but variety, speed, precision and force are
t he nost dynam c, which face us today and descri be the
operational requirenents of this new organization.

Variety. W do not know what the next response
will be or to what |evel our participation is required.
Qur ability to respond nust be flexible and coordi nat ed.
We no | onger can depend on a built-up infrastructure in
nmodern countries to support our deploynent and
oper ati ons.

Speed. Fortunately we are nenbers of a country
that takes a long tinme to decide if it wants to go to war
or participate in a peacekeeping operation. However, we
also are a mlitary in a society that once that
determ nati on has been nade, the people expect a quick
and accurate response.

In the past our heavy forces that deployed to
worl d hot spots took a long time to get their due to
their weight and | ogistics requirenment such as during the
Desert St orm depl oynent.

The ML Abrans tank in the |lower |eft-hand corner

of the screen, is one of the world' s nost dynam c tanks
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and wei ghs 70 tons. The nunber of Class 70 or 70-ton
bridges is imted around the world and many tines non-
existent in Third World countries.

Many tinmes just speed and timng can defuse a
situation and deprive the opposition tinme to organize to
i npl enment their ideas. One of these new units nust be
able to deploy within 96 hours to anywhere in the world
and sustain itself for an indefinite period of tine.

Precision. Accuracy in timng, novenent and
execution is a key part in convincing and opposition you
mean business. Along with public tol erance for
aggressive action under certain situations, the public is
al so intolerant of innocent casualties or collateral
damage. Once force is necessary, precision is required,
and many of the soldiers in this unit that will be
equi pped with | aser designators, night vision devices,
comuni cations with the command group and intelligence
information are required.

Force. Force of arms or the ability to use force
of arms is still a key necessity of an arny. A precision
force that's being created nmust be able to at |east be
able to use threat or use force in order to get our
points across. W no |longer are alone in our m ssions
and actions that we take. As | spoke of coalitions

earlier, we need to be able to operate in conjunction
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with other US mlitary services and other nations and
their mlitary services in our operations.

Qur long-termfocus is an (bjective Force. But
to begin procuring and fielding for this Objective Force
will take at least 8 to 10 years. Even as we invest in
the (bjective Force, we nust nmaintain our current Legacy
Forces which are unmat ched heavy-arnored Abrans and
Bradley forces, light infantry such as airborne forces
and our agile Special Qperations Forces.

W will recapitalize on selected Legacy
formati ons of our main battle tanks as Abrans and
Bradl eys, and Apache helicopters. To do so, we wll
invest in an interimcapacity to do what we cannot do
wel | today.

The interimcapacity is a select nunber of
bri gades that have been decided to enploy currently
avai l abl e off-the-shelf technology. This current interim
force will also allow us to train our soldiers, grow our
| eaders, devel op the doctrine and organi ze the new
formations to neet the Qbjective Force.

We put noney into science and technol ogy to
enhance that bjective Force. Today's science and
technol ogy requirenents are priority of the Arny. W are
chal l enging industry to assist us in designing that

(bj ective Force. W are asking to get out of gun powder
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technol ogy and into el ectromagnetic or el ectrochem cal
weapons. W are al so asking about fuel hybrid engines
for the fuels. And we're asking to get out of steel and
for ballistic protection and into ceramcs or alloys al
to save weight, costs, fuels, logistics and |lives.

In the future, the entire Arny will transform
The question is if the 25th Infantry Division transforns
in Hawaii now as a part of an interimforce, or |later
with the rest of the Arny.

A transformed organization. On the left side
you'll see a current configuration of the 2nd Bri gade of
the 25th Infantry Division. The right shows sone of the
proposed changes for the Interim Conbat Brigade and the
overal |l increase of 480 soldiers and 400 vehicles al
assigned to Schofield Barracks, and that woul d use al
the training areas in Hawaii .

The organi zation of the transforned unit. This
new brigade will | ook sonmething simlar to the Arny's
current structure. It will use traditional nanes.
Conpani es, battalions, brigades. There will be three
infantry battalions that will have three infantry
conpani es usi ng weapons |like, infantry weapons |ike
nortars, machi ne guns, nobile gun systens, snipers, and
anti-tank m ssiles.

A new addition will be a reconnai ssance,
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surveillance and target acquisition squad that will use
reconnai ssance troops, nounted sensors, enbedded human
intelligence capacities, nulti-sensors, electronic

war fare, ground radar, and an unmanned aerial vehicle to
gather information. An anti-arnor conpany to provide a
di snount ed and nounted anti-tank weapon systens ability.
An artillery battalion of towed artillery simlar to what
we have at Schofield Barracks today. A support battalion
to provide |ogistical support. A conbat service support
conpany that will provide adm nistrative and nedi cal
support to the unit. A mlitary intelligence conpany to
augnent the reconnai ssance squadron w th background
information to be able to forward to the soldiers for
their use during the operations. An engi neer conpany
equi pped as it is today at Schofield Barracks with |ight-
construction type of vehicles. And a signal conpany to
provi de the communi cations needs to keep the digital
information fl ow ng between the vehicles, the soldiers
and command structure.

We'll tal k about the infrastructure changes now
that are required throughout the state to neet this
transformation requirenent.

Hawaii's in a unique |location and provides for
decentralized operations |ike we find in many types of

mlitary operations today. It also provides a w de
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variety of terrain such as open terrain, tropical, urban
and desert.

VWiile the transformation of the Arny in Hawaii is
a statew de issue, we will address the islands, and we
will begin with the island of Gahu.

One of the concerns that will interest the
community is the introduction of increased nunber of
mlitary vehicles and traffic on public roads. Since we
too are aware that the amount, type and timng of traffic
on an island which depends on a coastal road network is a
concern of everyone, we are proposing to expand and
inprove the ability of the Arny to access the current
training areas while staying off public roads.

We propose to establish a new vehicle trail from
Schofield Barracks to Dillingham And also from
Schofield Barracks to Hel emano. Excuse our technol ogy
here. Dillingham and Hel emano.

We al so propose to inprove the current mlitary
Drum Road to nake it an all-weather, two-lane road giving
us year-round access to the Kahuku Training Area. This,
coupled with timng of mlitary novenents, will reduce
potential traffic conflicts.

While these trails may still need to cross public
roads, they can do so at safe, controlled | ocations

coordinated with the county and state. These too are
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real world training scenarios for soldiers since traffic
on restricted roadways is many tinmes a |local area
concer n.

Due to the shortage of training acres and the
limted avail abl e space on Schofield proper, we are
proposi ng to purchase | ands south of Schofield to build a
nmot or pool and a small-arns range. Wile an exact
acreage and | ocation has not yet been defined,
coordi nation wth neighbor Iand users will be made.

The notor park would be built with the features
to protect the environnent, and the proposed range
conpl ex di splaced from Schofield Barracks would only use
standard ball ammunitions, like the types hunters use,
and wi Il not use tracers, to reduce fire hazards, nor
woul d any expl osives be used in this area.

While not all training can be conducted by
si mul ati ons, sone tasks can be taught in a virtual
setting where precise tasks under controlled conditions
can be nonitored and strictly controlled. W propose to
build three structures on Schofield Barracks at al ready-
devel oped | ocations near the existing infrastructure.
One building wll be built containing an individual,

t hough small unit, virtual trainer not unlike what many
police forces have in use today, that use conputers to

grade marksmanship and small teamtasks using | aser
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t echnol ogy, conputer technol ogy nuch |ike you see for
sale at any conputer gane stores, albeit alittle nore
conpl i cat ed.

Anot her building will house a facility for the
control, safety, scheduling and mai ntenance for all the
training facilities on Gahu fromone building at the
Schofi el d Barracks Range Control.

The last is a building which will house a digital
university to train the soldiers on equipnent, task and
tactics of the newunit. It wll be a sinulations center
for unit staff training and for battle tactics, and all ow
the linking of soldiers and | eaders in Hawaii w th ot her
training facilities, databases and |like units around the
wor | d.

In conjunction with the urban live-fire area at
Schofield Barracks, there wll be many ot her urban
fighting tactics and peacekeeping type operations that
will be trained without |ive ammunition. W would |ike
to propose to build a nock city at old, disturbed site in
t he Kahuku Training Area. This would be a non-live-fire
urban fighting facility that would replicate multiple
situations over a wide variety of tasks simultaneously,

i ke the | aw enforcenment agenci es have these types of
bui | di ngs of conpl ex conputerized facilities that

simul ate anything fromsinple | aw enforcenent task to a
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conpl ex conventional mlitary operation. There wll be
no live firing of weapons in these facilities. W wll
only use bl anks and simul ation pyrotechnics.

These facilities would renovate current unused
buil dings at all three |ocations and construct several
nmore buildings at two of the three sites.

Now we will address the Big Island. Like on
CGahu, one of the concerns will be the introduction of
i ncreased nunber of mlitary vehicles and interest to the
public of traffic on public roads. Again, we are
proposing to expand and i nprove the ability of the Arny
to access the current training areas at Pohakul oa while
staying off the public roadways.

We are proposing to renovate the vehicle trai
from Kawai hae, which remains our current primary port of
entrance to the Big Island, to the training area itself.
This will maintain separation of mlitary traffic
destined for Pohakuloa and civil traffic. The exact
route of the trail may not follow the current route as we
will look for many different options to decide where the
trail will be placed.

Two new range conplexes will need to be built at
Pohakul oa. These also wll be nultiuse ranges for
reduced costs, maintenance and inpacts to the environnent

and pronoting facilities that do multiple tasks over much
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smal | er areas.

Anot her | arge battle area conplexes wll be built
to allow the soldiers to train as a part of a larger unit
of battalion size and |larger, allowing themto choose
target areas and firing points as they would do in conbat
situations. It would also allow the soldier to train
with the new vehicles in live-fire training tasks and
w th ot her weapons and units. This range will allow for
the use of the weapons systens avail able to the brigade
commander of an Interim Brigade Conbat Team such as
artillery attack helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft.

We are al so proposing to purchase | and west of
Pohakul oa for maneuver training where soldiers can
operate vehicles in training scenarios and in organized
units using tactics of nutually supporting each other in
non-live-fire training maneuvers. Vehicles will operate
as an organi zed operation. There wll be no ranges built
inthis area. W will only use blanks or sinulations, or
pyrotechnic sinmulations. This sinulates open and rolling
terrain and provides a variety of physical conditions to
i ncrease soldiers', units', and | eaders' experience base.

O her infrastructure changes that need to be nade
in order to neet these other requirenents for the base
infrastructure: W will need to inprove Weel er Arny

Airfield to allow for use by C 130 turboprop aircraft for
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trai ning deploynent of the InterimBrigade Conbat Team by
strengthening the runway and inproving the parking areas.

Bradshaw wi | | need strengthening of the existing
runways and inproving parking for cargo aircraft such as
the new C-17 aircraft so that options exist for
depl oynent to Pohakul oa from Schofield Barracks for
realistic training.

In order to nmeet the requirenents of depl oynent
for real world mssions and training, we will need to
build a deploynent facility at Weeler Arny Airfield for
preparations of units and vehicles prior to | oading on
ships or aircraft.

To be able to prepare cargo for air |oading or
parachute rigging, we will need to a rigger facilities
section to the Air Force Joint Mbility Center at H ckam
Air Force Base.

To cl ean vehicles, prepare equi pnent for
depl oynent and preparation for nmai ntenance and al so
prevent the spread of weeds, three vehicle wash racks are
requi red, one at Schofield Barracks, one at the Kahukus
and one to support Pohakul oa on the Big Island.

Additionally we will need to add three new
amuni tion storage facilities to the existing storage
area at Pohakul oa.

The current fuel storage and distribution
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facility at Schofield Barracks wll need to be inproved
to handl e the increased nunber of vehicles.

Barracks and famly housing will be inproved to
nmeet the increased nunber of soldiers and famlies
assigned to the brigade.

A | ocal area network for conputer system data
connectivity wll need to be inproved at Schofield and to
Pohakul oa to handl e the increased data transm ssion | oad.
Fi ber optic lines will be replaced or augnented existing
pl aces they are at now and expanded to new facilities.

We propose to install conmmunications towers on
Arny lands to provide the necessary data |ink between the
vehicles, the Internet and the command structures. These
towers will resenble small cellul ar phone towers.

Al'l of our proposals will increase the size of
one Arny unit in Hawaii and require 32 projects to
support the interimtransformation of the InterimBrigade
Conmbat Team which is the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry
Di vi si on.

And that concludes ny portion of the briefing.

M5. LEE: Thank you, Ron. M. Redpath.
Ceorge is from Tetra Tech. Tetra Tech is the conpany
that is handling the Environnental |npact Statenent.

MR. REDPATH. Al oha (greetings). Good

eveni ng. Thank you for spending your evening here with
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us tonight attending this public scoping neeting to
assist us in the preparation of the Environnental | npact
Statenent for the Army Transformati on project.

The EIS is a public docunent whose purpose is to
provi de the decision makers, in this case the Arny, the
information required to make a fully infornmed decision as
spelled out in the National Environnmental Policy Act or
NEPA.

NEPA directs all federal agencies to exam ne the
envi ronnent al consequences of any mmjor federal action
that significantly affects the quality of the human
envi ronnent and provides an inter-disciplinary franmework
to evaluate the inpacts of federal actions. Furthernore,
NEPA opens the federal decision-making process to public
i nvol venent and scrutiny. This scoping neeting and the
EIS we will be preparing are part of that process.

The EIS will evaluate inpacts on Arny
installations, training ranges and surrounding | ands and
communities in Hawaii, focusing on the islands of QGahu
and Hawaii. The EIS is a conprehensive, full-disclosure
docunent that assesses the cultural, social and econom c
and environnental effects, both positive and negative, of
a proposed project and all the alternatives under
consi derati on.

The EI'S process includes a Draft EIS, which is
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released to the public for comment, and a Final EIS,
which will address the public comments and sel ects a
preferred alternative.

The EIS will provide a full and fair discussion
of significant environnmental inpacts associated with a
proposed action, in this case the Arny transformation of
the 2nd Brigade of the 25th Infantry Division, Light, to
an Interim Brigade Conbat Team-- and will informthe
deci si on-makers and the public of reasonable alternatives
that would avoid or mnimze any adverse inpacts caused
by the action.

A Notice of Intent was published in the U S.
Governnment's Federal Register last nonth on March 4th
stating that the Arny intends to prepare an Environnent al
| npact Statement to address the Arnmy transformation in
Hawaii. Publication of that notice initiated the NEPA
requi renment for public involvenent referred to as the
scopi ng process.

As you can see by this flow chart here by the
“You are Here” arrow, this is your first opportunity to
comment on this project. Your attendance here this
evening is an integral part of that process. The purpose
is to receive input fromyou on the issues that you woul d
like to see addressed in the EIS as it relates to the

Arny's transformation. Your oral and witten conments
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will be considered in the preparation of the Draft EIS.
And the deadline for subm ssion of witten comments is
May 30.

In addition to this public forum you can al so
provide witten comments, as was di scussed earlier, or on
our website which is indicated on one of the handouts.

The Draft EISis anticipated to be conpleted and
rel eased for public comment in February 2003. Once the
draft EIS is published, there will be a 45-day review
period during which you can provide additional witten
comments on the draft EIS.

In addition, the Arny currently plans to hold
public neetings, hearings during the review period to
receive input on the draft EIS. The comments received at
that stage will be addressed in the final EIS that is
schedul ed for conpletion in August 2003.

And, finally, followng a 30-day public review
period, it is anticipated that the Record of Decision
woul d be issued in Cctober 2003.

| thank you all for your attendance here tonight
and | ook forward to your participation in this process.

M5. AMARAL: At this point, before we nove
into the public coment area, we would like to invite
you, if have any specific technical questions for either

Ron Borne or George Redpath, this would be the occasion
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to ask those clarifying questions. W'Il|l have two people
going around with a hand-hel d m ke.
There is a question here in the front. Ch, |

see, you're in the back. Go ahead. Wuld you pl ease
identify yourself, and go ahead and ask your question?

M5. KELITPIG Josephine Keliipio. | mssed
a whol e bunch, but he said -- he tal ked about
strengt heni ng sonet hing at Bradshaw Air Force Base. And
| don't know all the mlitary lingo. | don't know what
he neant by that. What does that nean? Lengthen the
strip? What does “strengthen” mean. That's ny question.

M5. AMARAL: Thank you. Col onel Puttmann?

COL PUTTMANN: Bradshaw is an airfield that
we have on the Pohakul oa Training Area. Currently, the
tarmac can only handle certain weight Iimts. Wat we
would do is increase the weight Iimt capability of that
air field -- that's one of the proposals -- so that we
woul d be able to bring aircraft in there and depl oy
soldiers as if they were going into a theater of
oper ati on.

M5. AMARAL: Thank you. | think we have a
guestion in the front.

MR. BOTT: W nane is Brian Bott. M.
Borne, | appreciate the briefing. | wonder why the

Arny's portion of it was broken out fromthe overal
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debriefing, if in fact available, | would assunme the Navy
and the Air Force, and also, Marines are also going to be
engaging civil engineering projects, or is this the forum
to ask that question?

COL PUTTMANN: They have not shared their
plans wwth us to the degree that we woul d feel
confortable to briefing their plans. This really -- we
try to focus this on the inpact of an IBCT, Interim
Bri gade Conmbat Team which General Shinseki had told us —
the Arny -- to go ahead and transition to. W're on
course to do that. Certainly, there's a jointness to
every operation that we do now And the C 17s, that's
identified earlier, were participating wwth us to
bringing forces into Bradshaw. But we did not disconnect
it. And we really had not put this transformation or
IBCT — it’'s a pretty narrow focus really -- in the
context of sonething overall to the Departnent of
Def ense.

Does that answer your question?

MR BOIT. Yes.

COL PUTTMANN:  Ckay.

M5. AMARAL: Are there any other technical
guestions? Yes. In the back of the room could you hold
your hand up so she can find you?

Thank you.
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M5. KELITPIO Do | ask all nmy questions at
once?

M5. AMARAL: This is the point at which you
can ask technical clarifications fromthe tw presenters.
Then after this is done, then we would invite you up to
make a comment. So if you're unable to nake comrent
because you need clarification, this is the tine to ask
for clarification.

MR KELIITPIO That fellowin the red again,
he said -- he nmentioned realistic training. Wat does
realistic training nmean?

MR BORNE: As the Arny is, and all mlitary
services found out in the past, the nore real you can
make the training, just like any type of police training,
fire departnent training, the nore realistic you can nake
it, the better those individuals are prepared when they
meet up with that real situation. Like fire departnents
or police departnents, soldiers are the sanme way. So what
we try to do is replicate the situation as safely as we
can with as nmuch realismas we can to pronote that type
of training habit in the soldiers in the division

M5. KELIITPIO So you're using live stuff?

MR. BORNE: On the range facilities that |
spoke of, those that are range facilities at Pohakul oa

and Schofield, and the sane inpact areas, those would use
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[ive or training amunitions. The other facilities, the
virtual, as we spoke of, sinmulators Schofield and
maneuver areas, would not be done with real ammunitions,
woul d be done wth blanks or pyrotechnics |ike fireworks.

M5. KELITPIGO And that picture you had of
t hose ammuni ti on storage sheds, what's in there?

MR. BORNE: The pictures that were shown
were actually pictures of the amrunition igloos or
storage areas at Pohakuloa training area. And while
units are up there at Pohakul oa, they will store their
training ammunition. That is not a facility for |ong-
term storage of war stocks; that's done on the island of
Cahu. So during the tines that units are depl oyed up
there for training, for safety reasons, they will store
that training ammnition in those ammunition bunkers or
i gl oos.

M5. KELIIPIO Are there no nucl ear weapons
in there?

MR. BORNE: There are no nucl ear weapons
stored i n Pohakul oa.

M5. AMARAL: Thank you very nmuch. There is
anot her questi on down here.

M5. LAM Thanks. My nane is Lizika Lam
And you said you were going to be using blanks in the new

proposed area. And ny question is, do those have the
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sane -- they emt the sane anobunt of noise as |ive
ammuni ti on does?

COL PUTTMANN: Not necessarily the sane
amount of noise, but would be limted, would be small-arm
bl ank ammunition for the nost part when they go out and
do maneuver trainings, which is force-on-force training.

MS5. AMARAL: Yes?

M5. KELITPIG Sorry, | cane in |ate.
comut ed from Kona.

M5. AMARAL: Thank you.

M5. KELITPIG And but, one thing I m ght
have mssed is, is this something that is happening nore
-- | nmean are you doi ng nore expansion on this island
because you have to get out of Mkua Vall ey?

COL PUTTMANN: Makua is really what we're
using for current force training. These are two separate
envi ronmental inpact statenents. There's no correlation
bet ween Makua and the Interim Brigade Conbat Team we're
devel oping training for here.

M5. AMARAL: Sir, there's a question here.

MR KING [I'mJerry King. M concern -- ny
guestion deals with noise. And you tal k about things --
and yet, there doesn't seemto be any expl anation on how
much nore noise there will be than it is now.

COL PUTTMANN: | think that would be a part
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of our study. | don't know how to answer that question
of whether there is nore noise than there is now It
just would be different | ocations. And we'll take a | ook
at any kind of noise inplications that we've had in any
proposed areas that we | ooked into continue training or

| ook to start training in.

MR. KING In other words, the next draft
woul d conme up and say how much nore noi se, where, and
how, and how often?

COL PUTTMANN: That is correct.

M5. AMARAL: During the conmment period -- oh
sorry, George, did want to say sonething? GCkay. During
the coment period if noise is a concern, then this is
the tine to get it onto the record, and ask that
consi deration be given to noise and its inpact upon the
surroundi ng popul ati on, during the coment period

Any other clarifying questions? |If not, then I'd
like to nove into the comment period. A brief rem nder
for those of you that have just joined us. |[If you w sh
to make a comment for the record, 1'd ask you to pick up
one of these index cards, which is found out at the
regi stration table. We need you to fill it out. On the
back of it iss a nunber. You wll be called in the order
of this -- these nunbers as they're given to us. So if

you signed in on the long form and think that that is
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t hen enough, it's not. W need you to fill this out.

Comrents can be given in a nunber of different
ways. Here, this evening, this neeting is on the record,
as you note, there's a stenographer off of -- behind the
panel, and she is taking verbatimtranscript on
everything that is said this evening.

The ot her way that you can -- so when you cone up
here and you make comments, that gets on the verbatim
record. The other way that you can get onto the record
istoturninto -- or to drop off in the box just
outside, your witten cormment on a piece of paper, on the
formthat's provided out there, and that then gets put on
to the record.

The third way is for you to mail, fax, deliver to
the address below on this formyour witten coment
before May 30th, at that day -- since you got the record.

We nmake no distingui shment -- we do not
distinguish in the formthat the coment cane into. Al
have equal weight. So whether you are commenting at the
m crophone this evening, or faxing sonme handwitten
coment by May 30th, it doesn't matter. Al are the
sane, they're all for the record.

For those of you this evening who wi sh to nake
comment, but to speak in Hawaiian, because many gat hered

here do not have the ability to understand Hawaiian, we
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woul d ask you to either to translate yourself your
coments, or if you wish to have it translated, then M.
Puakea Nogel neier is here this evening, an you can confer
wi th hi mabout what confort |evel you have with respect
to the translation. If you want to keep it on the record
just in Hawaiian, then he will reviewthe witten record
at a later date to translate it into Hawaiian later. So
there are a nunber of ways that you can put olelo
makuahi ne (speak Hawaiian; nother tongue) onto the
record.

As | told you before, what the Arny is |ooking
for, essentially, is sone guidance fromthe comunity
Wi th respect to environnmental issues. They're | ooking
for sonme guidance on issues with respect to air, soil,
water, land, or cultural issues. And that will help them
to guide the EIS as they wite it, as they create it.

We ask this evening that as you are speaking,
that those of you in the audience will give your ful
attention to the speaker. W don't interrupt one
another. The interruption makes it difficult for the
st enographer to be able to record what is being said. W
give every one -- we treat every one with respect. And
in part, that's what we, as facilitators, |like to see
t ake pl ace.

We al so are up here to ask that you try to stay
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Wi thin your five-mnute tine limt, and we'll gently try
to rem nd you
kay. | think we're ready to begin now. The
first speaker is Kepa Maly. The second, Brian Bott.
Kepa? Al oha, cone.
Sorry | didn't nmake that clear. | wonder if
t hose of you maki ng comment would conme to the front of
the room and speak fromthis podium here. Thank you.
And the second speaker is Brian Bott. B-OT-T.
MR. MALY: Al oha (greetings).
THE AUDI ENCE: Al oha (greetings).
MR. MALY: First, for the kama' aina (Il ong-
time residents, especially those born in a place), |
apol ogi ze for being first one up here, but |I did want to
address a couple of points of concern. And |I'm speaking
on several |evels, but as an et hnographer, one who has
spent many years in the field with native kama' ai na
(long-tinme residents or those born in a place), and of
t he Wai kol oa, Humu' ul a Ka' ohe, Wi nea region | ands,
various lands on the island of Hawaii, and in other areas
as well. | wanted to try and ensure that this idea of --
as was just nentioned, that they were | ooking at natural
resources, cultural resources, environnental issues.
As | understand it, fromtranslating native

texts, working with elder Native Hawaiian kupuna
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(el ders), nature and culture are one and the sane in the
Hawai i an context. You don't separate into culture,
i ndeed, this is dynam c as the nature around them

Pohakul oa is a story and place nane, naned for a
deity itself, Keanoku, or Keamuku, depending on the
pronunci ati on of the speaker, is a significant place in
the | andscape. And this was sonething that wasn't
addressed this evening, but in the work that |'ve been
doing with el der kama' aina (long-tinme residents or those
born in a place), people associated with Parker Ranch
| ands, there has been some discussion in the community
about Keamuku. And | believe it may be a 12, 000-acre
parcel that is potentially being sold by Parker now as
they're divesting their interests to the Arny.

Is this the case? And let us ensure that, if it
is, and I'"mnot going to address the ceded | ands issues,
al t hough Keanuku, a part of Waikoloa, is not ceded | ands;
it is a Mahele grant, | believe a 519B to George Davi s,
who -- or Mahele award, | shoul d say.

The land is not a part of the ceded | and issue.
And again, | don't want to go there, but I1'd like to talk
about why -- point out this story of |andscapes, as we
sai d Pohakul oa, nanmed for deity, or guard, guardi an,
partner w th Pohakuokane (another deity), were the

guardi ans of the waters of \Wiau, peace waters of life of
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Maunakea, that gave birth to the place name of Waikii, of
Wai kol oa, of Honua' ula, of Kipahe' ewai (ph), story
| andscapes and surround PTA | ands.

In | ooking at native testinonies that were taken
in the 1850s, '60s, before the boundary comm ssion, we
see that the places like Pu u Ke'eke'e, as an exanpl e,
which is an actively used part of the PTA today, was al so
a heiau or a heiau was associated with that pu' u. It was
one of four on the nountain |ands Ahu a Um, Ke'eke'e,
Hal e Pohaku, or Hal e Maunapohaku, as it was called in the
native text in 1963 and Pohaku o Hanal ei, Hale
Maunapohaku is on Mauna Kea, ke'eke'e and Nakupuni) are
on the kula, or flatlands in Pohakul oa, and Pohaku o
Hanal ei was on, near the summt of Munal oa. But sort of
a coordi nates on the nountain | ands.

There are these inportant places that have been
described in native accounts. And one of the things that
| hope that you will do in your EI'S process is ensure
that we don't just stop it -- and | don't nmean in offense
to many aspects of the cultural assessnent work that's
done today, but we can't just skimthe surface. It's
very easy for us to go look at a few published reports
t hat have been done by people that are generally not of
this | andscape, al so who don't take the time, or don't

have the time or opportunity, perhaps, the expertise, to
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| ook into the native |anguage materials that contains
stories of that |andscape.

They, those stories, are then often perpetuated
or kept live in native famlies, and other kama'aina
(long-tinme residents or those born in a place) famlies,
even non-Hawaiian famlies, who worked the land. In oral
hi story process, it's going to be very inportant what
you' re doi ng, because there are famlies, individuals in
their eighties and nineties, and | see Dr. Lucking here,
and Kanal ei Shun; they understand this process, and since
| saw you in the field in July at Ahu a um | ast year
|"ve continued interviews with elders in their eighties
and nineties. And these people are not going to be with
us for long. And it's easy for us to lose that history
and the continuity, howtradition ties to who these
famly are today.

It's inportant to note that as you nove into that
si de of Pohakul oa, Keanuku, Pu'u Ke'eke'e, Na'ohule'elua,
that these are inportant story places, the trails and
access are described in native accounts and historic
accounts. So what | would just urge you is ensure that
you go out, let's not just sit at the surface, but delve
alittle deeper into the histories and traditions.

Agai n, com ng back to Ke' eke'e for just a nonent.

Right on the side of Ke'eke'e is the old trail that
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connects between the Keauhou, Kailua vicinity of Kailua,
over the mountain, cutting up to Waikii and Wi nea
defined in the 19th century as being the significant
route of access for the native famlies. O course, that
access is no |longer avail abl e today.

One other issue that’'s been raised in all the
history reviews that |I've done, is how you clean up the
| and once you're done. W don't have a good track record
of that. Mkua, Kahanahai ki, Wai kane, the Kahool ane
i ssues. Wihat will happen at Wi kol oa where ordnance is
still being found. And not too long ago, as | recall it,
maybe the nost recent, just in around 1971, soneone who
was killed by unexpl oded ordnance from when the Arny was
using Wai koloa in Wrld War Il. So leftover fromthat --
how wi I | Pohakul oa be cleaned up in future al so.

So these are issues that |'mhearing in the
community as an ethnographer. And | just wanted to share
sonme of these thoughts with you

Thank you for the tinme in comng. And |I've seen
ar chaeol ogi sts here who | hope is one of the people
wor king with you, because | trust their integrity and
their ability to not just skimthe surface.

Thank you. Aloha (farewell).

(Appl ause)
M5. LEE: Brian Bott followed by Lizika Lam
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MR. BOTT: Aloha, a hui hou (greetings,
until we neet again) -- or | amhaole, | should say,
howzi t .

" mgoing to speak conditionally in support of
the expansion. And | want to thank the chair and the
Arny for giving ne the freedomto conme up here and agree
or disagree if | wanted to do that. M eyes weren't so
bad, I m ght even thought | saw a nusket over there
soneplace. | want to be thankful for that.

Sonme of the reasons that | support the expansion.
| accept the fact that our Arned Forces have to train to
keep their proficiently levels up, they' re here or depl oy
abroad someplace. | understand live training is very
dangerous, noisy, requires a |lot of space. Although we
have certainly legitimte concerns wwth the community
about the noise levels in the Pohakul oa area, certainly,
further renoved from concentration of the popul ati on than
nost ot her places available in the major Hawaii an
| sl ands.

| have, as a taxpayer, a mmjor financial
incentive to nmake sure these people are safe. | have a
| ot of noney invested in their training and their
equi pnrent. And if they don't train, ny investnent is not
going to be kept safe. | have a worry about that. It's

nore cost effective, certainly, to rebuild this facility
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than it is to nove it elsewhere. | don't know of any

ot her obvi ous place to nove the training that offers the
space required for artillery, air operations, |arge
movenents of ground troops, and offers the benefit of
being able to train in high altitude and col d weat her.

| had to work up on top of the nmountain, and |
had a headache all day, every day up on top of the hill,
my observatory job. Certainly, slowed nme down
enor nousl y.

There’s additional benefits to the expeditionary
forces deploying offshore or deploying at the Kawai hae
site, having to nove inshore, that hel ps us enornously.

The Big Island's popul ati on woul d get
construction and operations enploynent during this. That
woul d certainly help our econony, our tax revenues would
rise. And we can use that noney to help build fire
stations and police stations, libraries, and hospitals.

The expansion of the Arny base, | believe, would
add additional resources on islands so the next tinme we
have a major natural disaster, certainly, the county
woul d be better able to respond. The helicopters that
m ght be there sonetines, certainly, a good way to nove
in a generator or a portable desalinization plant to a
hospital that's cut off the grid.

| nmentioned that there was a conditional support,
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One of the conditions that 1'd like to see studied,
certainly, or to set space within the expanded area for a
very large county-owned solid waste disposal area. W're
certainly having a lot of public debate about how to do
that. At the nonent, the Saddl e Road realignment we're
di scussi ng, may, not necessarily wll, but may nake
nmovi ng waste to such a facility cost effective.

The facility could have possibly as an integral
conponent, a waste-to-energy plant, which could assist in
our island's electrical supply problens. The Arny could
beconme a partner in that sort of a facility, and reduce
need for additional HELCO burden. W' re certainly having
a huge controversy about the plant HELCO s trying to put
on line just mauka (inland) of the Kona Airport.

| know the base already uses solar cells for
el ectrical generation. | wouldn't be surprised if they
have sone solar water heating capability in place. In
that region, windy as that area is, you could get |ots of
wi nd energy generation. Al this would feed back into
t he HELCO gri d.

Al of this to occur in Pohakul oa, would
certainly renove it fromthe public eye. W have a |ot
of controversy over doubts about where to put HELCO s
electrical plant. There aren't a whole | ot of people.

There are a lot of cultural sites, but not a whole | ot of
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people live up there.

Anot her potential benefit to us as |ocal
taxpayers is the cost of the Saddl e Road real i gnnment
could be shifted -- a portion of it anyway -- to the
federal budget. It still cones out of ny pocket, but it
doesn't cone out of my state excise tax or ny |ocal
property tax. The federal budget is -- sone of us are
aware it cones disproportionately fromlarge areas of
concentrated population. But | have no problemwth

people in L.A. or New York paying a big portion to fix

t hat hi ghway.
Thank you.
(Appl ause)
M5. AMARAL: Thank you very much. |'m
having a hard tine reading the last -- nanme -- is it
Li zi ka.

M5. LAM Lizika Lam

M5. AMARAL: Thank you.

M5. LAM  Hi, I'"'mLizika Lam | don't think
"Il be quite as phil osophical as the previous two
speakers. | don't live in a concentrated popul ation
area. | live up at Waikii Ranch, up on the Saddl e Road.
And | think we, possibly nore than many of the people
that live on this island, would be inpacted by this

expansi on.
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My concerns are personal since | drive that road
every day, once, tw ce, sonetinmes even three tines a day.
The mlitary is proposing to expand by fifty percent, the
presence of Pohakul oa; and noving the convoys onto -- |
mean gravel -- like the tank road, which is wonderful
because that woul d control sonme of the dust and erosion
that we see when they do have their maneuvers.

However, when an increase of 50 percent on the
Saddl e Road is figured in, that neans 50 percent nore
water trucks are driving up and down that road. Now I
don't know how many of you travel that road very nuch.
However, it's -- | nmean | would say 75 percent of the
time it's full of potholes. The sides are conpletely un-
drivable. And when you' re going up, you're either stuck
behind a truck, or when you're com ng down, and they have
no |l oad, they're comng down -- they're scream ng down
the road over on the other side of the yellow line, and I
have nunerous tines been forced off the side of the road.

VWaikii is a community, a growi ng community of
young famlies, retirees frommny places. And we val ue
our safety, and we val ue the peace that we have up there.
We've elected to |ive there.

Recently, during these |ast maneuvers, | was out
in ny yard just working, and -- | don't knowif it was

live munitions or blank munitions, but | really felt
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sorry for the people in Afghani stan, because | really
felt that, you know, here it was, you know, you could
hear it right there. So that was why | asked the
question about the blanks versus the |ive nunitions.

Let's see, the |ast question | have is if there
are going to be, you know, all of these new people living
here, I'mreally curious about the inpact that it would
have on our infrastructure in Wainea, and our | ocal
public schools. If it would only be, you know, soldiers
and the mlitary com ng over on these maneuvers, or else
-- or would people be relocating, and if we would have a
significant inpact on our |ocal public schools, because
they are trenmendously overcrowded right now | tutor in
one of them And | tutor in a portable trailer, and
there is no nore room And this is sonmething that |
think that the governnent really has to | ook into also,
if they're going to be noving a lot of famlies over
her e.

So those are ny comments. And thank you very
much for allowi ng ne the opportunity.

M5. AMARAL: Thank you very nuch. Art
Wight, followed by David Bigelow. Art Wight.
REV. WRI GHT: Good afternoon everyone -- or

should | say this evening. Aloha (greetings). |I'm

past or of Wi kol oa Lutheran Church in the makai or the
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down side of Pohakuloa. And | served as an Arny chaplain
for a career. | was in many mlitary outfits, infantry,
artillery, engineers, aviation, you nane it, | was there.

And | saw firsthand the inportance of mlitary
supremacy and superiority over a common eneny. | think
i f anyone could be objective in wanting to defend our
Anmerican way of life, which protects ny freedomto preach
t he gospel freely, unbashably, unashamably, it woul d be
me who val ues the protection of our Constitution and Bil
of Rights.

And | say we're fifty states. And | found out
that the mlitary is not honored in peace tine, but it is
hi ghly val ued when the flag goes up, or the situation
becones dangerous. And | want to say right now, I
believe we live in a very dangerous world. And we really
need to get behind National Defense to protect our nation
and our values and our way of life.

| read in the “Honolulu Advertiser” today, and

this is what led ne to get up today with ny random

t houghts. |I'mnot reading fromanything. This is comng
frommnmy heart. | read of a man who said that the Arny is
of Satan. | don't believe that. | believe that our

United States is nmade up of guardi an angels, not bad
angel s, good angels. | ought to know. | served init.

And if you're worried about environnental inpact
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concerns, let's not be us against them Let's get
t oget her.

W mght be in a world war, unknown right now to
us. We mght be. Who knows what a day can bring? | was
there, thirteen-year-old boy on Decenber 7th in
California. And | saw a war where people tightened their
belts; they went into rationing; they nobilized into
great defensive effort; and we repelled the Axis Powers;

and we kept our way of life. Who knows if we're not in a

war |like that with terrorismtoday. |It's not us
environnmental i sts against the Arny. It's let's do it
better.

You know, | served two tours in Germany and two
tours in Vietnam And wherever we |eft a place, we
policed it up; we left it better, and it was nicer. |
served in Germany where we had training centers like
G af enwoehr, Hohenfels, WIdflecken. And if you want to
tal k about scrupul ous environnentalists, they' re Gernmans.
They're the cl eanest people on earth, and we've been able
to co-exist there, and get along and train, and nake the
worl d a safer place.

| want to say today, let's not bash the mlitary.
Let's cooperate. Let's not be us against them | can
say that first hand. | was a nonconbatant. | served

al ongside the troopers. And | valued these people. And
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| believe our mlitary, all the services, the seven
uni formed services, are Anerica's best. Believe it. And
this 25th Infantry Division, the Taro Leaf Division, it
goes back a long way in history. |It's a fine outfit.
They have pride in their insignia, their shoul der pads.
And 1"mgoing to tell you right now, as a pastor in
Wai kol oa, | would welconme the 25th Infantry in ny
nei ghbor hood just because | think that we need mlitary
prot ection.
It's set up in our Constitution that we are to
def end oursel ves agai nst enem es, foreign and donesti c.
Thank you very nuch.
(Appl ause)
M5. AMARAL: Thank you. David Bigel ow,
foll owed by Ron Hochuli.
MR. Bl GELON Good afternoon. |I'm Dave
Bigelow, and I'm a resident of Waikii Ranch. |'mhere as
an i ndi vi dual .

Qur community does have a nunber of concerns

about the acquisition by the Army. And our -- Ron
Hochul i, our president of our community association wll
be the next speaker, and he'll be addressing nore of

t hose concerns.
My primary concern that | would like to see in

the environnmental inpact statenent is a thorough
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eval uation of wind erosion and dust. This -- and |I'm
speaki ng of the Keanmuku proposed 23,000 acres that's now
owned by the Parker Ranch.

| believe fromeverything that |'ve seen living
in this area, and working in this area, and traveling
this area, that the proposed use of the Keamuku area as a
maneuver area Will result in a mgjor loss of top soil and
wind erosion. And the reason | say this is because over
t he past several years, actually, it's been about eight

years now, when Wi kii Ranch went fromthe devel opnent

stage to the -- it was taken over by the honeowners, we
as a group realized that we had a -- we were living in a
very beautiful, but fragile area. It wasn't clearly not

as we saw fromthe external, that this place was --
needed care and needed a | ot of thought of how we used
it, and how we lived there.

The association -- and | was a part of this -- we
col |l aborated with Dr. Burton Smth fromthe University of
Hawai i Extension Service in putting together a docunent,
on the use of the ranch, called the “Agricultural Rules
and Guidelines.” And speaking of Dr. Smth, he's now
retired, but he's a recogni zed expert in Wst Hawaii's
soil and pasture managenent. And he was a great help in
preparing this docunent.

And there were many tines that we went back and
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forth to talk to Dr. Smth with drafts and what we had
witten. And I'd like to quote just one little paragraph
fromour -- fromthe introduction to those guidelines.
"1l read it.

“The nost inportant part of the preservation
process is to protect top soil. The soil on the ranch is
unique. And as an aside, the soil of the ranch in the
entire Wai kii section of Parker Ranch and the Keanuku
section is virtually identical. The soil type is Winea
series of volcanic ash. |It's a very fine powder-Iike
vol canic pum ce, with al nost none of the binding agents,
for instance, clay, that are part of nobst other soils.
The dry weight of a cubic foot of this soil is about one-
hal f that of other soils in Hawaii. Because of the |ack
of binding agents, conpaction can only be maintai ned by
noi sture or nore inportantly, vegetation growing in the
soil. Wen conpaction is broken, and the soil is dry, it

becones a fluffy tal cum powder-1like dust that is easily

bl own away.” That's the end the quotation.
The rainfall in the Keanuku section of Parker
Ranch is -- roughly it varies with elevation, but it's

roughly fifteen inches a year or less. So noisture
conpaction of the soil is mninmm
The ki kuye grass sod is the primary vegetation

that conpacts the soil. And when this sod is broken by
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fire or nechani cal nmeans, and by nechani cal neans, | nean
overgrazing or vehicular traffic, the top soil is exposed
and bl ows away. Once the original top soil erodes, it
can take over fifty years until new growh can sustain
itself. And that's directly fromDr. Smth.

In June of 1999, approximtely a thousand acres
of Parker Ranch adjacent to Waikii Ranch burned in a
range fire. | had sone rather graphic videos of that,
but I wasn't able to present them here tonight.

The | oss of sod exposed the top soil. They were
-- for a period of several nonths afterwards, there were
a nunber of dust stornms, and | think nmany of you people
living in Wai nea and Wi kol oa probably renenber that.

The resulting dust storns danaged three hones.
The fine dust infiltrated alnost to the point that the
owners had to nove out. Thousands of dollars of damage
was done, and re-growth or vegetation in that area has
been very slow, and nostly consist of undesirable alien
speci es.

And it's ny belief that the Arny use of Keanuku
will substantially raise the risk of range fires, and
probably even worse, over tine, the vehicular traffic
generated by mlitary training on this fragile land w |l
result in a mjor loss of topsoil, and | believe the

resulting dust storms will spread over West Hawaii .
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For these reasons, | believe the Arny use of the
Keanuku | ands for training should not be allowed. It is
environnental | y unsound and have a maj or negative i npact
on West Hawai i .

And as an aside, | realize that standing here,
may appear to be anti-Army, which is not the case. [|I'm
an ex-mlitary officer, and | saw conbat in Vietnam And
|"mvery proud of mlitary action -- I'"'mjust living in
this area and seen that -- how unique it is. | believe
that the danage to the |and by this proposed use of the
area wll be irrevocabl e.

And we thank you for letting nme share these
t houghts wth you. Thank you very nuch.

M5. LEE: M. Ron Hochuli will be followed
by M. Patrick Fitzgerald.

MR, HOCHULI: Good evening. |'mhere as
personal ly, but also primarily as the president of the
Wai kii Homeowners Associ ati on.

We have had a nunber of discussions with Col onel
Schmtz -- |ike around two discussions wi th Col onel
Schmtz as well briefings by General Dubi k and asked him
— to understand what's goi ng on.

Well, the feeling at the homeowners associ ation
of Waikii Ranch will be -- I'mgoing to be addressing,

really, the purchase of the Keanuku site. And will be
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the -- our Waikii Ranch -- will be the only contiguous
property to the proposed expansion of the Pohakul oa. So
it's inmportant to us.

|"mthe sixth speaker. And there's been four of
us who's really involved in Waikii Ranch. Kepa is the
et hnographer who Waikii has hired to do a study of the
Keanuku, Waikii area. And we've hired himabout a year
ago. And we started seriously working with Kepa in the
| ast several nmonths. So it's prior to even know ng
anyt hi ng about the Arny's plans. So you can see by four
out of six people, there are concerns about this area.
And it's ny job today just to raise the issues that we're
concer ned about.

But before even saying that, identifying those
i ssues, | would want to say publicly that the homeowners
associ ation and nyself as president, are very interested
in wrking wwth the Arny. W want to cooperate and
contribute just as nuch as we can in tinme, energy, ideas.
And we hope that we will be used in and be part of the
ongoi ng st udy.

Qoviously, 1'mnot speaking that we're in support
or not in support of the purchase of Keamuku, but we just
want to be sure that, you know, the concerns are
addressed as wel |l as they can be.

The concerns -- the first one you heard in sonme
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depth is about the erosion and dust that could affect not
only our property, but all of Wst Hawaii. You can see
the dust stornms com ng down, blow ng towards other parts
of the island, not just into our area. So we're
concerned about the erosion, dust, not only for

oursel ves, but also for our fragile environnent.

We're al so concerned, certainly, about the noise.
W' re concerned about the maneuvering in the Keanuku
area, with as I think, over eight hundred vehicles that
coul d be maneuvering in that area, it wuld be -- there
could be quite a |arge anount of noise. It could be
support helicopters, and we're concerned about that.

Al so, the flight patterns of any of the new proposed
aircraft comng into Pohakul oa.

W' re obviously concerned about safety for our
famlies. In talking to General Dubik he -- that was a
concern of his, and we're hoping that the Arny, as
they're | ooking at the safety, fire safety, primarily, is
that there be sone type of buffer around Wai kii Ranch
green buffer, that in the past -- in the last fire Dave
Bigelowreferred to in 1999, saved the house. It burned
around it, but didn't cross the green area that he had
wat ered around his property. It encircled his property.
He got out safely, but the green | awns that, obviously,

he was watering, saved the property. So we're concerned
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about the safety.

There's -- the final issue is a selfish issue,
but it's an econom c issue. You know, there are real
estate transactions happening all the time up in this
area. And | don't think there's anything that you can
really do about that. |It's because it's really an
uncertainty. There is uncertainty about, "Well, | don't
know that | would really want to purchase property in
Wai ki i, because, you know, the noise or the dust, you
know, those are problens.” And they cone up when people
are considering the purchase of property.

So -- but it is sonething that we're really aware
of, and especially as famlies change and they try to
nmove away in selling property that they've invested in,
as well as people just making a decision about noving up
to that area.

So again, | think the major thought I'd Iike to
| eave is that we are ready, wlling, and able to work
with the Arny and | ook forward to contributing our,
guess -- formng a partnership of working through these
i ssues. Hopefully, comng to an agreenent that we've
sol ved the problens or the issues that we have
i dentifi ed.

Thank you.
(Appl ause)
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M5. LEE: M. Patrick Fitzgerald, who wll
be followed by M. Roger Harris.

MR. FI TZGERALD: Good evening. | want to
take this opportunity to thank the Arny for allow ng us
to comment on this proposed EI'S, and al so apol ogi ze to
all of you, as I"'mnot from Wi kii Ranch. However, |'ve
been trying to talk ny wife into noving up there for
years. And | don't knowif I'll be successful now.

| " m speaki ng on behal f of the Paniolo
Preservation Society of which I'mone of the board
menbers. And our purview enconpasses much of the |ands
that we speak of in the Keamuku secti on.

The Statew de Paniolo Preservation Society was
formed in 1999 to preserve, interpret, and perpetuate the
history, traditions, and the heritage of the Hawaii an
cowboy. And as many of you probably already know those
traditions pre-date the American cowboy by over fifty
years.

Attached is a copy of our m ssion statenent that
we have submtted this evening. And I would like to read
a fewof the primary goals and ains of our association.

First is to educate the public and increase
publ i c awareness and appreciation of the significance of
the paniolo, and the histories of Hawaii and the western

cowboy heritage of Anerica, and the resources that
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represent the living and ongoi ng pani ol o heritage.

Secondly, our mssion is to collect, preserve,
and interpret those artifacts in natural history that
represent the paniolo heritage, including wthout
limtations, saddlery, tack, gear, clothing, head gear,
art, photographs, ferns -- filnms, excuse ne, books,
papers, reports, letters, trails, ahu (altars), line
cabins, stables, corrals, stone walls, traps, shipping
sites, flora, fauna, grasslands, and ki puka (vegetated
remai nder areas encircled by a lava field). And as you
can hear by that description, nmuch of our kul eana
(responsi bility) does enconpass the proposed
transformati on of Pohakul oa.

Thirdly, our mssionis to collect, preserve, and
interpret the living heritage of paniolo history,
including, without limtation of the | anguage, oral
histories, skills, nusic, food, and storytelling as Kepa
is such an artist at.

Fourth, to increase public awareness and
appreciation for the paniolo role in the birth, growh,
and productivity of the livestock industry, and the sport
of rodeo historically and presently in the State of
Hawai i .

Fifth, to provide the financial resources to

achi eve the m ssion and goals of the Paniolo Preservation
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Soci ety, via nmenbership and fundrai sing.

And finally, to utilize resources to achieve the
m ssion and goals of the Paniolo Preservation Society by
operating within appropriate curatorial standards.

Having said that, | want to just state that the
soci ety has access to many individuals, famlies,
ranches, and ot her organizations with historical
information relating to the specific regions addressed by
this federal EIS process. W offer you our assistance
wth site identification and interpretation, and where
appropriate, preservation.

We do not oppose the transformati on process, but
rather, see it as a neans of preserving and protecting
the nost significant paniolo sites, artifacts, trails,
corrals, etc. in this region. W |ook forward to working
wi th your archaeol ogical and cultural research teans as
they identify and address appropriate mtigations.

Finally, just a quick conmment on the specific
area of Keanuku. Those of you in this room may already
know this, however, the Keamuku section as they called
it, that 23,000 acres, was at one tinme a very significant
sheep station operated by and managed by a long-tinme
kama' ai na (long-tine residents or those born in a place)
famly, the Geenwell famly. And Rawl ey G eenwel |,

who's a very significant part of Parker Ranch's history,
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managed t he Keamuku district for many years. And a great
deal of sheep roaned those hills for many years. And
there are many significant sites that represent that
period as well as prior periods, prehistoric periods in

t hat area which, indeed, bear preservation.

Having said that, again, | appreciate the
opportunity to address this audience this evening. And I
hope that there will be nore comment follow ng m ne.

As an aside, professionally, |I'ma car dealer,
and I|'mnot trying to sell you a car, however, |'m going
to warn you |'ve sold Parker Ranch many trucks to operate
t he Keamuku district. And as Ron has nentioned, and M.
Bi gel ow has nentioned, that soil is death on vehicles,
because it is pumce, and it is light, and the | east
di sturbance will inhale it into your vehicles. So a |ot
of thought needs to be given to that.

Thank you.

(Appl ause)

M5. LEE: M. Roger Harris. And let me, --
as you approach the podium -- let nme invite others who
wish to give comments and who haven't signed up to pl ease
do so. There are sign-up cards out at the front desk

MR HARRIS: Hello, ny nane is Roger Harris.
I|"'ma resident of Wainea. |'ma city planner, planning

consultant at this point for Wikii Ranch Homeowners




© 00 N o o -~ w N P

N NN N NN P P R R R R R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O O pd~ W N -, O

63

Associ ation, as well as Wai kii Ranch, Phase 2, which is
t he Pohakul oa side of Waikii Ranch of a little nore than
a thousand acres that's planned to be gradually expanded
as another 72 lots. So I'mintimately famliar with the
infrastructure and all the planning issues that have gone
along with Waikii Ranch 1 and 2 for a long tine.

|"malso a former chairman of the Wai nea Design
Commi ttee of the Wai mea Community Associ ati on and deal t
wi th many regional planning issues. And | haven't heard
anybody el se here from Wi nea say that they' re invol ved
in Waimea very intimately, interested in particularly the
tank road and the transportation from Kawai hae up through
t he Keanmuku area to Pohakuloa. So |I'd like to offer
myself up as a resource person as this process goes on.

And, lastly, I"'mon the board of directors of the
Pua Kailim O Kawai hae Cul tural Surf Park, Inc., down at
Kawai hae adjacent to the LST ranp and the breakwater the
Corps of engineers built. And that I'd just like to say
that we're -- everybody down there is intimtely
concerned and interested in a conpatible rel ationship.

And I'd i ke to say that that relationship has
been very good. The surfers are getting along great with
the Arny. And we'd |ike to continue that.

And the -- the other good relationship that I

personal | y experienced was on behal f of Waikii Ranch
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Phase 1 and Phase 2. About a year ago we worked with the
federal government on the Saddl e Road realignnent and the
west -- the west alignnent that goes down toward
Mamal ahoa Hi ghway. Happily there was an al i gnnment
selected that was favorable to Waikii Ranch, and | think
favorable to all concerned, and actually a little nore
cost effective to build.
So I'l'l be tuned in and please call ne any tine.
"1l be talking to many of you and | ook forward to a good
scopi ng pl anni ng process.
(Appl ause)
M5. LEE: Thank you. M. Dale Hoopai. He
will be followed by Josephine Keliipio.
DALE HOOPAI : Good evening, |adies and
gent| enen, Col onel Puttmann sir, Colonel Schmtz.
The reason why |'m here tonight, |I've worked at

Pohakul oa for two years up there. Just retired fromthe

Marine Corps. | did alot of ny training up at

Pohakul oa. | support the Arny, what they're trying to do
with their expansion up there. 1've been on that trail,
tank trail. 1've walked that trail twce fromthe bottom

of Kawai hae all the way up to the top of Pohakul oa.
spent a lot of ny training up there.
Fromwhat | saw of the Arny up there for two

years right before | retired, | know they can take care
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of their land up there including trying to support the
community also. Al the troops that conme up there for
training, we, when | was there, we used to take them out,
the individual schools, help out the schools and stuff

i ke that.

So what I"'msaying is that with nore people
comng up there to train for the Arnmy, we can | ook at
themas far as supporting the conmunity and trying to get
services fromthemto help the schools out there and
everything el se. W hel ped out at Honokaa Hi gh School,
the Boy Scouts. W also hel ped out the Pahoa H gh School
out there, some of the natural |[and resources down in
Hlo. W supported all those things while | was up
t here.

And if you haven't been up there they got their
own little thing going up there for environnental. They
support a lot of things out there. | enjoyed working
with the Army the whole tinme | was up there. | can't say
anyt hi ng but good things about the Arny. Yeah, we do
have our little ups and downs and everything el se maybe
in some areas, but then overall 80 percent of the tine,
or a hundred percent of the tine, they support the
community whenever they can. O whenever they're asked
to do sonet hing.

You get fires up there, they support themwth
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the water and everything else to help put out the fires
in those areas. | know that area pretty well. 1've been
up and down that trail in four-bys and everything el se.
And | think the area will support the Arny in what
they're trying to do with their expansion up there.
| just want to give you guys a big thank you for
letting me speak on behalf of what | feel about the
servi cenmen, because | know the servicenen could use that
additional training area up there to support their
training. It's not only the Arny, it's the Marines use
that area a lot. W're the ones that drive up the tank
trail the majority of the tine. And that's going to
support the Arny to try and acconplish their m ssion.
Thank you sir.

(Appl ause)

M5. LEE: Josephine Keliipio. And C ndy
Evans will follow Josephi ne.

M5. KELITPIGO Good evening. |'mfrom Kona.
Oiginally fromHIlo. Gewup in Keaukaha, right next to
the airport, so I'mvery famliar with the inpacts of
your training because we |ived on Krauss Avenue ri ght
next to the airport. And those big fat airplanes that
carried in all those tanks, we heard them when they cane
in for training when | was that high

You know, when -- that was |ike decades ago. So,
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and |'ve always since then been concerned about any kind
of governnmental project that's going to inpact the
quality of life for people that surround those -- these
types of facilities. Noise fromyour airplanes, your --
what ever you use in your Jeeps, trucks, what you're going
to -- what kind of roadways you're going to use and how
they're going to inpact adjacent residential areas. O
any adjacent area for that matter.

| also grewup in a mlitary school and, to tel
you the truth, I don't have a really good feeling for the
mlitary after | left there. And | still don't have a
very good feeling for the mlitary. So l'mreally not in
favor of it expanding very much on that nountain.

And when | | ooked at the map it kind of threw ne
of f, because the last tinme we spoke of Pohakul oa, well,
of that area, it had to do with the Saddl e Road
realignnment. And sonehow | didn't see that section that
the mlitary was tal king about at that tine of the Saddle
Road where they were going to buy that section from
Par ker Ranch. Sonehow that didn't seemto be mapped up
here. So that confuses nme a bit because it seened to be
| eft out of tonight's discussion.

The Saddl e Road realignnent al so seened to be
| eft out of tonight's discussion. That -- that really

threw ne off. You guys are using the old road and not
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even giving us an idea of where the new alignnent is
going to cone through your training area.

As | said before, I"'mnot really in favor of it,
of it expanding, or of the mlitary even acquiring that
new site whatever, wherever it is up there in the
mountain. 1'mnot really elated about it.

| am concerned -- I'mglad that the woman
from Wi kii brought up about the water situation with the
water trucks. That's a real -- those things are really
i nportant, you know, to just the comon traveler,
residents, tourists, you know, people com ng between Hilo
and Kona that use that road regularly. That nust be
pretty spooky to be driven off the road all the tinme by
your water trucks.

So, you know, that to nme is pretty major, how
you're going to inpact the infrastructure with not your
mlitary vehicles but all those supporting types of

resources that inpact that road.

And | think for nowthat's all I"mgoing to
comment on. |'Ill probably wite nore |ater.
Thank you.
(Appl ause)

M5. LEE: G ndy Evans, who will be foll owed
by M. Mchael Martinez.
M5. EVANS: Thank you. Good evening, |adies




© 00 N o o b~ w N Pk

N NN N NN P P R R R R R R R
a A W N P O © 00 N O U »d W N -, O

69

and gentlenen. | appreciate the opportunity to talk and
l"mgoing to -- ny comments will be addressed to the Arny
and to your consultant that's doing the environnental
I npact statenent.

|"mcomng fromny own experience, having witten
envi ronment al inpact statenments and had the opportunity
to review and recormmend themto higher-ups, so I'm
assum ng that you will work and recomrend this to your
top brass as to what's going to happen here. So given ny
background I want to say a couple things about
envi ronment al i npact statenents.

| believe they're really, really critical to the
outcone of this project. And right nowthis neeting is
really instrunental. Because when you get to the draft
El S part so nuch has already been put down on paper and a
| ot of people have already nade sone decisions. So |
think commenting right nowis really critical

So given that what | hope to see in your
envi ronment al inpact statenent is unreasonable as well as
reasonabl e alternatives. And what | nmean by that is an
alternative may nean you don't -- you're not going to
build here, and why is that not an alternative? That way
people will see in witing your analysis and why you
think you really need to have it here.

The other thing is also I'"mhoping in your EI'S
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you address things like inpacts that you see on things
i ke noise, the dust, the things that people pointed out,
and how you plan on nmeasuring those inpacts; how you pl an
on mtigating those inpacts; how you plan on eval uating
t hose i npacts; how you plan on possibly putting noney in
an account so that you can deal with those inpacts in the
future. Because sone of those inpacts you may not see in
the i nmmedi ate now, you nay see in 5, 10, 15 years out.
So what are you going to do to take care of those inpacts
as they may cone up? So | think that should be
addr essed.

Let's see, the other thing is | believe that
t here should be comment about the fact you are renoving
this land fromother uses in the future. Because in fact
this land is going to be purchased by the Arny and it may
mean 10, 15, 20, 30 years fromnow, |ike soneone pointed
out earlier in your presentation, this, the Arny may
decide to use it in another way. So what it says to ne
is once the Arny gets this then in fact we've taken it
out of future use. So I think that needs to be
comment ed, because in the end this could change this
island and it could change that area for, who knows, a
hundred years, 200 years. W can't predict how far out.
But | think that coul d be addressed.

In terns of noise, | lived next to Fort Lew s,
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about eight mles fromFort Lewis, and | have to say that
dependi ng on the shells that you use, w ndows shook 15
mles away fromFort Lewis. And if you're doing the sane
thing that they' re doing when you have your, | know what
you call them war ganes, in fact wi ndows do shake. And
SO noise is an issue.

And al so helicopters -- helicopters do fly --
tend to fly pretty |low over the land. And | know people
wer e upset about their animals. So | don't know if you
can address flight patterns and the height of helicopters
flying.

Ch, ny last comment is on Kawai hae har bor.
know t hat we've been tal king about roads, but I think the
har bor could end up being majorly inpacted, because it is
one of our highways. And what | hear is that you'll be
potentially shipping things, |I think, from Gahu over
here. So it will have an inpact on that harbor.

And I'"'mnot sure the mlitary has said what they
wll do wth recreational boating and with comrerci al
boating. So there may be a conflict there. | don't know
if you're going to have to build a separate pier to take
that or not. So I'd be interested in that.

So that's ny comments.

Thank you.
(Appl ause)
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M5. LEE: M. M chael Evans asked to read
sone questions into the record, so I'll do that after
your presentation.

MR. MARTINEZ: M nane is Mke Martinez.

And I'm from Kai |l ua- Kona. |'ve been here for about a
year and a half. | retired out of Texas.

And I"min favor for thembuilding up there on
the PTA. Back in 1980 when | was stationed on OGahu, we
trained up there al nost every, well, maybe every three or
four nonths. And what |'m concerned about, though, when
they get up there they do protect all the sites that are
out there. | think that it's very inportant that we
protect the Hawaiian sites. MW famly is Hawaiian and ny
wife's Hawaiian, so | firmy believe that those sites
need to be protected.

Wien | was training up there back in the early
' 80s, our platoon sergeant took us out to the site before
we did any training and showed us where all these sites
were at, so that way we knew as sol diers when we were
doing our training where to not go to and to nake sure
they were protected. W used to mark it with warning
tape, concertina wire, sonething just to keep everybody
out of there. |I'msure nowthe Arny's got different ways
of doing it. But that's sonething we should | ook at.

As for the inpact of the new soldiers comng into
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the community area, | think we shoul d enbrace that
because, as one of the gentlenen was sayi ng about the
soldiers going to the schools, the Arny has a program
cal | ed Adopt-A-School. Those soldiers when they arrive
here will be able to adopt a school and hel p i nprove that
school. You have soldiers on their free tine reading to
our children that are in the schools, showi ng thema few
different things of howto clean up the area. You take

t hem out and they do what we call police call, picking up
trash and all that stuff around the schools and
everything, to include the schools. It doesn't cost us
anything, the soldiers do it on their own free tine. So
that's one thing for you to | ook at.

Al so, as for the schools, when ny famly first
cane here -- ny kids go to Kona -- and when they found I
was mlitary the schools were happy because when the
mlitary children are in schools the state gets funding
fromthe federal government for mlitary students in the
school. So that also hel ps out the schools.

Realistic training. | believe that the Arny
needs to do the best they can with realistic training
because when our sons and daughters are out there
training, or out there fighting a war as they're doing
right now, if they don't get nore realistic training

you' re going to have nore casualties than we've got right
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now. And it's very inportant that they do the best they
can, but keep in mnd the concerns of the people. Noise,
simlar, the dust, | understand that.

And we all understand. But realistic training is
one of the priorities that we shoul d keep and nai nt ai n.

Econom c inpact. The nore soldiers we have here,
the nore famlies we have here, the nore the econony's
going to grow. Soneone nentioned about Wi nea. Well,
Wai nea, |'m sure the businesses are going to be happy
because the soldiers come down they're going to be
spendi ng nmoney in Wainea. They're going to help the
econony grow. There's aradio -- or on the radio it says
buy | ocal, the noney stays here to hel p your | ocal
busi nesses, sonmething to that effect. Well, let's do
that. Let's help out our econony.

Like | said, I'"'min support of the building, and
| hope it happens, but |I'm also concerned about the
Hawai i an culture out there and | hope that they do train
the soldiers, which I"msure they will. They've done it
before, so they can respect what's out there.

Thank you.

(Appl ause)
M5. LEE: And | was asked to read sone
guestions into the record. And | think |I can get this

all right. | mght have a little trouble at the end.
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But, No. 1, who will be conducting the EIS? 1Is
the EIS contract fixed fee or cost plus?

No. 2, where specifically are the additional
| ands the Arny is |ooking at for training? How can we
comment if we don't know where these |ands are?

No. 3, why is there so little information for PTA
and its surrounding environs? Again how can we comment
if the information is |acking?

No. 4, is the Bradshaw runway | ength scheduled to
increase to handle the G 17s? |Is noise a problenf

No. 5, howw Il the VFR affect training schedul es
given the fog conditions at PTA?

No. 6, will public hunting be permtted in the
addi ti onal areas?

No. 7, will aircraft be used in the additional
areas? \What kinds of aircraft and how many? | think
that's the end of that one.

And, No. 8, |I'mconcerned that the novenent of
ani mal s and houses in surrounding areas will change our
ganme managenent areas. And the exanples given are
Ka' ohe, Pu'uanahulu. Just those two. And that's it.

ANNELLE AMARAL: We have cone to the end of
those, the list of people who have signed up to speak.
| f any of you feel that you now have sonething that you

want to enter into the record we are open to that.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can we get answers to
t hose questions?

ANNELLE AMARAL: Thank you. The question is
can we get answers to these questions? | think, and if
" mincorrect, Colonel, please correct ne, but these are
probably much nore conpl ex than you can just answer off
the top of your head and would have to be dealt with
| at er.

COL PUTMANN: Wy don't we go through them
since we obviously have tinme, and at least try to field
sone of the ones that were -- that were asked here. That
probably woul d deal with the clarification part.

I will highlight, though, that again what we
presented here earlier were proposals. The Keanuku
parcel was a proposal that we were |looking at in the
very, very early stages of discussions. And its one
alternative.

MR. BORNE: The first question, who wll be
conducting the EI'S, the conpany? U.S. Arny Hawaii has
enlisted the help of the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers,
specifically the Honolulu Engineering District, and they
have put out a bid for a contract for many different
parts of the EI'S. Ceorge Redpath, who's at the table
here, is the prine contractor of the drafting of the

environment al inpact statenent. The type of contract, |
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believe that that may be better answered by Earl? Yeah.
It may be answered | ater, the type of contractor, because
we're just getting started.

The second question: \Were specifically are the
additional lands the Arny is |ooking at for training?
And comment where these lands are at. | believe Col onel
Putt mann addressed that. You know, originally we | ooked
at the Keanuku area. And we are |ooking for additional
training |lands, but specifically that's why we are
hol ding neetings like this, to get help on where we may
be able to neet these sane type of requirenents.

COL PUTTMANN:  The question No. 3 about why
is there so little information for PTA and its
surroundi ng environs, |I'mnot sure we can answer that
right here. | think we try at PTA to have open sessions
where we invite the community up there. And certainly
we'll do that again this year, if they want to conme up
and we' Il take themout into the area to | ook at cul tural
sites. And we try to denonstrate to the community what
we do in terns of environnental protection.

The Bradshaw runway, the length, is it schedul ed
to be increased to handle C-17s. There's a possibility
as we go in and ook at this that there will be sone
slight nodifications toit. W don't have those

specifics here. GC-17s have at one tinme unl oaded and
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| anded up there, as they've done a test |anding, and
flowmn on. We'll get nore information out to the
community on that.

The question of VFR affecting the training
schedul e given the fact that they could have fog
conditions, that's sonething that we will have to study
very closely. QObviously there are many places in the
worl d where these aircraft would have to go in and woul d
not be able to fly to a very mature -- into a mature
area. So this is a training requirenent for the Ar
Force as well to be able to fly into different types of
airfields, certainly ensuring that they're safe. And
t hat woul d be our condition.

The public hunting in the additional areas, it’s
sonet hing that we obviously have to look at and talk to a
whol e bunch of different people. | know as a general
rule the Arny always tries to work with those groups,

t hose hunting groups, but again it depends on the inpact
it will have with the wider community.

W1l aircraft be used in the additional areas?
And what kind of aircraft? The additional areas, |'m
assum ng they're | ooking at the purchase of additional
areas. We tal ked about Keanuku was the first one that
we've started to ook at. Again, as we develop that, we

do use helicopters in training currently. Now, whether
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or not that's sonething that we would do in that area
it's certainly still open to analysis. W have
restricted many of our flight areas and many of our
training areas on Cahu in ternms of the altitude that they
have to fly so that they -- to |l essen the inpact on the
community. And this is sonmething that we would take into
consi derati on.

And, again, the last question had to do with the
animal s and the surrounding areas, would it change the
gane managenent? Clearly too early to tell at this
poi nt, but again it would be sonething that we are
required to | ook at and anal yze what is the inpact that
we have on those areas and then we would do that.

M5. AMARAL: Thank you very nuch, Col onel
Putt mann. Yes?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Could I conmment on
one of the questions?

MS. AMARAL: Could you cone to the
m cr ophone because the stenographer can't hear you.

COURT REPORTER: |'ve got “Could |I comment
on one of the questions,” and | can't hear you after
t hat .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: On the question of
maki ng the runway VFR | FR capable -- can you hear ne?

M5. AMVARAL: Yes.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thank you. | notice
that sonetines the tables have a, | won't say aversion
but --

COURT REPORTER: |'msorry, but | can't hear
you clearly.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |'m sorry.

COURT REPORTER: Well, 1'd like to put on

the record every word you say.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Oh, that's not
necessary. An inversion junp that inadvertently could --
aircraft making the runway | FR capable, which I would
certainly be in favor of, doesn't nean that you have to
have the lights turned on all the tine. | believe Col onel
Schwartz, if |I'm m spronounci ng your name correctly?
Schmtz. | apologize. You' ve been up there for sone
period of tinme? | may have spoken with you on the
t el ephone sone tine ago about sone surplus charts that |
have that | dropped, aeronautical charts that | dropped
one off up there.

And | still have all the rest of them | would
be strongly in favor of making the runway | FR capabl e.
Thank you.

M5. AVARAL: If there are no further

comments what we'd like to do is to bring this to a

cl ose. W have asked Reverend Wight and he has
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consented to do the closing pule (prayer).

Bef ore he does that, a couple of comments | need
to make. One is certainly the refreshnents are still
here, the displays are still here, the mlitary personnel
are here. Please stay with us, talk a while, ask any
gquestions you may have. In -- oh, I'"'msorry, and Col onel
Putt mann needs to nake sone cl osi ng comments.

Wil e the Colonel is nmaking his way up and before
Reverend Bright gets here also may | express to you, this
is sonmething I don't usually do, but | want to thank you
all for the way you' ve treated one another. Certainly
there are opposing views here. | amtouched by your
respect and the civility with which you acted this
eveni ng. Thank you so nuch for that.

Col onel Puttmann?

COLONEL PUTTMANN:  1'Il go ahead and use the
m crophone right here.

|"d just like to personally again thank everyone
for com ng here tonight and echo what Annelle said, we
appreci ate your patience with us. Sone of the issues
that we're dealing with now are in the very early stages.
As we devel op these different proposals, though, we wll
share themw th the community. But your witten and oral
comments are taken into consideration as we prepare this

envi ronment al i npact statenent.
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This is just the beginning, as |'ve stated. W
take very seriously our roles and responsibilities in
regards to the environnent. And again thank you for
comng here tonight. W wll take witten conments up to
the 30th of May.

M5. AMARAL: Thank you. And now Reverend
Wight, thank you for doing the closing pule (prayer).
REV. WRI GHT: Wuld you pray with ne.

Lord, we are under your divine guidance, as
individuals and a nation. Qur times are really in your
hands. You are our creator, our sustainer, our
protector. Everything is under your providence. W too
are in your providence. You ve asked us to be stewards.
You gave us this creation to nanage, to protect, and
guide. Help us to do it in a proper manner.

But you al so made us stewards of freedom |In the
Bi bl e, we hear that you shall know the truth and the
truth shall make you free. W are guarded and protected
by the truth of freedomin our nation. W are solid. W
don’t have martyrs as murderers. Martyrs as we know t hem
have al ways di ed because they spoke the truth.

And we are engaged now in a war against terror.
And so, we want to be good stewards of truth, freedom
and our land. And we want the best defense agai nst

terror that we can possibly have.
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And so Lord, we know you as the Prince of Peace.
We know t hat you want our best as a nation. And we are a
country together 24/7. W renmenber 9/11.
Lord help protect this nation. W pray in your
nare.
Amen.
M5. AMARAL: Thank you for com ng. Please
stay and talk with us a while.
(The public scoping neeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m)
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