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H
elp keep the stream

s and ocean clean and safe for fish!

The ‘o‘opu is a fish native to Hawai‘i .  The ‘o‘opu 
is unique because it lives in streams and in the 
ocean during the different stages of its life.  
‘O‘opu are born in Hawai‘i mountain streams 
and migrate to the ocean to eat and grow.  As 
an adult, the ‘o‘opu  returns to the streams, 
using the fins attached to its belly to cling to 
rocks.  Sometimes the ‘o‘opu  climbs up and 
over waterfalls! 

It is important to prevent pollution to keep the 
streams and ocean clean for the  ‘o‘opu and 
everyone to enjoy!

Did you know:

     Trash, dirt, and spilled motor oil and 
chemicals left outside on the ground flow 
directly to nearby streams and into the ocean?  
Please clean up your waste by throwing away 
trash in the trash can, covering trash cans, 
sweeping up dirt, cleaning spills, recycling 
used motor oil, and properly disposing of 
chemicals!

Hawaiians gave  ‘o‘opu as a gift when a baby 
was born or a family moved into a new home 
so that like the ‘o‘opu’s fins, good luck may 
“cling.” 

Color and hang on a door knob to remember 
the importance of preventing pollution and for 
good luck!
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