




How do we identify cultural resources 
& determine their significance?

Management Actions
Archaeological sites are nonrenewable resources.   Once 
destroyed, they can never be recreated.  The Army Cultural 
Resources Program’s primary goal is to minimize the loss or 
degradation of culturally signi�cant material.

To learn more about cultural sites, archaeologists review historic 
photos and maps, records such as Land Claim Awards and written 
accounts by early visitors, as well as legend, story, and oral testimony 
from knowledgeable individuals.  

A resource’s association with signi�cant historical events or persons, its 
potential to yield important data, and its integrity of design are some 
factors that determine eligibility for nomination to the National 

Register of Historic Places (NRHP).

Sites are protected by designated bu�er 
zones marked with highly-visible 

Siebert Stakes, a universal 
symbol to soldiers which mark 
areas as “o�-limits” to training 
or maneuvers. Temporary physical 
barriers are also constructed to protect sites when UXO 
must be detonated.  

Archaeologists additionally protect resources by monitoring all 
ground disturbing activities to ensure that all undertakings stay 
within established boundaries, avoiding culturally sensitive 
areas.  Should cultural material be uncovered, archaeologists 
with the expertise to recognize and treat materials 
appropriately are on location to respond immediately.

How does the Army care for Mākua’s cultural resources?

Plan view drawing of Site 6527.

Experts locate and remove UXO to provide safe access to 
cultural sites.  The number of sites cleared of UXO continues 
to grow, allowing increased access for community 
members.

After every major training exercise, archaeologists assess 
cultural sites for any damage, such as trampling, digging, and 
collapse of features.  The �ndings are systematically recorded 
and provide the basis for management recommendations.

Evaluation of SitesSurvey & Inventory

Consultation Site Protection

Post-Training Site Assessment

Identification & Clearance of 
Unexploded Ordnance (UXO)

Public access to 
cultural sites is 
facilitated at least 
twice each month.  

Artifacts collected during archaeological investigations are 
stored at a newly constructed curation facility at Scho�eld 
Barracks to ensure long-term care and preservation in 
accordance with Army and Federal regulations.

An archaeologist takes 
notes  on the condition of 

Ukanipō Heiau, nominated 
to the NRHP in 1981.

Dog-like image pecked into a 
boulder at Site 6596.  

Management begins by locating and evaluating cultural 
resources.  Archaeologists conduct pedestrian surveys to 
identify and document cultural sites, creating detailed 
scale drawings and recording site locations and proximity 
to one another using a Geographic Information System 
(GIS).   Archaeologists describe the overall condition of sites and 
report the presence of any potential threats.  

Samples of organic materials such as coral, charred wood 
and pollen are sometimes collected from cultural sites for 
analysis such as radiocarbon dating, in an e�ort to 
establish a chronology of change at Mākua over time.

The Section 106 process seeks to accommodate historic 
preservation concerns with the needs of federal undertakings 
through consultation between the Army and 
other parties with an interest in the 
cultural resources.  The goal is to identify 
resources potentially a�ected by the 
undertaking, assess its e�ects, and seek 
ways to avoid, minimize or mitigate any 
adverse e�ects.

Petroglyph 
rock protected 
by sandbags.

Other Protective Actions:

‘Ulu maika,                                        
 a stone disc 

rolled between 
stakes in a popular 

game.  Found on the surface of 
Site 4543.

Petroglyphs have 
been discovered at 11 sites and often 
depict human-like �gures and four-legged 
animals that may represent dogs and mo‘o 
(lizards).


