
          Legal Briefs



 From the Schofield Barracks Legal Assistance Office
LIVING WILLS

What is a Living Will?

A living will is a legal document completely separate from a person’s last will and testament. A last will and testament specifies how a person’s property will be distributed at death, and can be used to specify guardians for minor children. A living will, also known as an advance medical directive, sets forth a person’s wishes for continued medical treatment in the event of a life-ending illness or injury. It embodies the person’s choice to continue or forgo continued treatment. In a sense, the person is looking forward, and expressing the desire to be disconnected from that life prolonging equipment or the desire to remain connected. A living will is signed and either witnessed or notarized. If done correctly, it is binding on the hospital, the doctors, and the family.

What happens without a Living Will?

If the patient does not have a living will, family members and physicians may be placed in the very difficult position of deciding whether and when to “pull the plug.” Quite possibly there will be opposing viewpoints with inevitable bitterness. The stress and emotions of the situation will make the decision that much more difficult to make. The physicians will have to balance what they believe are the desires of the patient with their best medical judgment. In addition, the doctors will have to consider the potential for their civil or criminal liability. A living will is a definitive statement of the individual’s intent, relieving both doctor and family from the burden of having to decide.

What Legal Assistance Can Do:
The Legal Assistance Office can answer questions about the living wills and can assist in their preparation. In most cases, we recommend execution of a living will along with a last will and testament. 

If you have any questions concerning these matters, please call the Legal Assistance Office for an appointment at (808) 655-8607. Our hours of operation are Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 0930 – 1630, and Thursdays 1300-1630.  We accept walk-ins on Tuesdays.  The Legal Assistance Office is located at 278 Aleshire Ave., Bldg. 2037, Schofield Barracks, HI 96857.  We welcome Soldiers, Service Members, and Family Members from all services, posts, and bases.  Mahalo.
