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Four members of the
100th Infantry Battalion
whose valor continues to
inspire current warriors
are honored in Waikiki

A-5

Hail, USARPA(!

The state’s House and
Senate chambers
recognize Fort Shafter
and the Army for 100
years of contributions
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USAG-HI and USARPAC
celebrate generations of
women, their ‘wisdom
and tenacity.’

Also, test your
Women'’s History wit.
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H20 Hoopla

Third through fifth grade
heroes save the
environment by ridding
Hawaii of menaces such
as “The Nitrator” at the
Water Works Festival
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Spc. Bryanna Poulin | 25th Combat Aviation Brigade Public Affairs

Mud-soaked & smoked

FORWARD OPERATING BASE WARRIOR, Iraqg — Spc. Bob Calimlim, XMNS System Operator,
Headquarters, Headquarters Troop, 2nd Squadron, 6th Cavalry Regiment, 25th Combat Aviation
Brigade, carries a sandbag through the tire obstacle course, part of a spur ride held March 4.

Military chefs
serve up sizzlin'
meals at ft. Lee

Story and Photos by
T. ANTHONY BELL AND MIKE STRASSER

Army News Service

FORT LEE, Va. — For many par-
ticipants in the 2007 Junior Chef of
the Year competition the prospect
of presenting their best culinary
creations to four gray-haired,
world-renown master chefs with
European accents would be daunt-
ing.

“At first, I must say, I was ex-
pecting that my posterior would
be handed to me,” said Spc. Patrick
Alveranga, the U.S. Army Reserve
representative in the competition.
“But they were actually very
nurturing to us in a sense that
they told us what we did right,
what we did wrong and how to
improve. To me, that is very good
because they did not try to come
down too hard.”

Alveranga is one of the more
than 150 military cooks competing
during the 32nd Annual U.S. Army
Culinary Arts Competition, March
4-16.

“I am extremely blessed to be
here competing,” said Pfc. Donna
Major, Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company, U.S. Army, Pa-
cific. Major competed in the Stu-
dent Skills and Junior Chef of the
Year categories.

Prior to the junior competition,
the more seasoned chefs took
to the stoves to battle for the
coveted title of “U.S. Army Chef
of the Year.” Other categories
include the Field Cooking Com-
petition, Nutritional Hot Food

Challenge and Ice Carving.

The entries of these Soldiers,
Marines and Coast Guard mem-
bers are judged by American Culi-
nary Federation certified chefs.

“We’ve all been competitors, and
competitors don’t want to hear
that their work is no good or what-
ever,” said Klaus Friedenreich, a

German-edu-

cated  ACF

chef with

more than 30

= 2 years experi-
ence. “We try
to be encour-
aging, not

-

. ! discouraging.”
T, T Major was
Major one of 14
contestants

who faced an equivalent of a culi-
nary firing squad in the junior cat-
egory. That event showcases the
talent and skills of the military’s
best junior food service special-
ists.

The junior event features
participants in the grade of
E-4 and below, who prepare
and cook a three-course meal,
typically an entree, dessert and
soup or salad in four hour’s time.
It is graded in two phases —
kitchen techniques and tasting —
with a grading weight of 40
percent and 60 percent, respec-
tively.

“The key to my event is to stay
focused and keep on working the

SEE CULINARY, A-10

Surgeon General announces medical Tiger Team visits

TRIPLER ARMY MEDICAL CENTER PUBLIC AFFAIRS

News Release

HONOLULU - In the wake of the events surrounding
care for medical hold and medical hold-over Soldiers
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington,
President Bush has announced that a comprehensive review
of conditions at U.S. military and veteran hospitals will en-
sue.

In direct response to the president’s statement,
the Office of the Surgeon General (OTSG) has initiated
an internal review of several Army medical facilities
to assess whether military training facilities and installa-
tions with medical hold and medical hold-over Soldiers
are experiencing similar issues reported recently in the
media.

Tripler Army Medical Center is one of 11 Army medical
facilities to be visited. As reported, Army officials told a con-
gressional committee that not all the Soldiers are getting the
care they deserve; however, things are much different at
Tripler Army Medical Center.

Tripler welcomes the visit from the OTSG Tiger Team
and wants to showcase its patient rooms, barracks and
Deployment Health Center. The center is comprised of a mul-
tidisciplinary staff that provides case management, pa-
tient administration, social work and liaison coordination
for redeploying Soldiers.

Currently, Tripler has 28 Soldiers in medical hold status
(active duty) and 50 Soldiers in medical hold-over status
(Reserve and National Guard).

The Deployment Health team provides feedback to the

chief of the Deployment Health Center and the Soldiers’ case
managers, for follow-up.

Tripler’s doctors and nurses are committed to providing
service men and women, their family members, and veterans
with the highest quality of care. Tripler’s patient satisfac-
tion feedback supports this statement: Tripler has a 97
percent interactive customer evaluation, or ICE, approval rat-
ing — the highest for military facilities worldwide.

“My folks care for Soldiers, airmen, Marines and sailors
and we want to take care of them the best we can,” saic
Maj. Gen. Carla Hawley-Bowland, commanding general
Tripler Army Medical Center. “That is one reason we have
town hall meetings, and outreach, to find out what the prob-
lems are early, so we can fix them right on the spot,” she
stressed.

Geren becomes Army
‘Acting Secretary’

ARMY NEWS SERVICE

News Release

WASHINGTON — Mr. Pete Geren assumed his duties as Act-
ing Secretary of the Army here, Friday. The Secretary of De-
fense named Geren as Acting Secretary, March 2, following
the resignation of Secretary of the Army .

Dr. Francis J. Harvey.

“The Soldier remains the heart of our
Army,” Geren said. “Our Soldiers serve
with courage and distinction as we en- -~
ter the fifth year of the global war on ter- |
rorism. They remain dedicated to some- "
thing far bigger than themselves: pro-
tecting our Nation.”

Geren became the 28th Under Secre-
tary of the Army, Feb. 21, 2006. As Un-  Geren
der Secretary, he assisted the Secretary of
the Army in fulfilling statutory responsibilities for recruiting,
supplying, equipping, training and mobilizing the Army,
and managing the Army’s annual budget and more than 1.3
million active duty, National Guard, Army Reserve and Army
civilian personnel.

Geren joined the Department of Defense in September
2001, serving as Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense
with responsibilities in the areas of interagency initiatives, leg-
islative affairs and special projects. He served as Acting Sec-
retary of the Air Force from July to November 2005.

Story and Photos by
AIKO BRUM

(hief, Command Information

Now that Lyman Gate, off Kunia
Road, has closed for construction
through June 30, off-post traffic en-
tering Schofield Barracks is being
routed through Foote (in and out-
bound), McNair (inbound only) and
Macomb (exit only) gates. However,
initially the increased traffic flow
through these gates was anything
but smooth, so many of the 60 resi-
dents who attended Tuesday night’s
Oahu North town hall meeting voiced
this complaint.

Not only gate traffic, some said,
but also motorists speeding through
family housing areas need immedi-
ate correction.

Some residents pointedly asked
the Oahu Base Support Battalion
(OBSB) commander, Lt. Col. Mark
Boussy, what was the rationale of
making one-way entrances and ex-
its at McNair and Macomb gates,
and what was going to be done, just
when, about a steady flow of speed-
ers, particularly in the Canby area.

Boussy, host and sponsor of the

quarterly town hall, agreed that the
Lyman Gate closure got off to a bad
start on Monday. Significant traffic
backlog especially brought com-
muters traveling via Kunia to an
abrupt halt. Many were stuck on the
winding two-lane road almost as far
back as Royal Kunia, just trying to
get to work via the six-mile stretch.

However, by Tuesday morning, the
provost marshal had ordered extra

Town hall addresses gate traffic

U.S. Army Garrison, Hawaii, commander, Col. Howard J. Killilan, responds
to residents' concerns at Tuesday’s Oahu North town hall meeting at Sgt.
Smith Theater, Schofield Barracks.

security personnel at the gates and
even funded a Honolulu Police De-
partment traffic officer at the Foote
Gate, Boussy and Lt. Col. Mike Wal-
lace, director of Emergency Services
(DES), explained.

All three gates are remaining open
24/7, said Boussy. He further ex-
plained that McNair Gate provides

SEE TOWN HALL, A-11
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Pacific commander bids, ‘A hui hou’

We want to
hear from you...

The Hawaii Army Weekly welcomes
articles from Army organizations, an-
nouncements from the general pub-
lic about community events of interest
to the military community, and letters
and commentaries.

If you have newsworthy ideas or
stories you'd like to write, coordinate
with the managing editor at 655-4816,
or e-mail editor@hawaiiarmyweek-
ly.com.

The editorial deadline for articles
and announcements is the Friday pri-
or to Friday publications. Prior coor-
dination is mandatory.

Articles must be text or Word files
with complete information, no abbre-
viations; accompanying photographs
must be digital, high resolution, jpeg
files with full captions and bylines.

The Hawaii Army Weekly is an au-
thorized newspaper and is published
in the interest of the U.S. Army com-
munity in Hawaii.

All editorial content of the Hawaii
Army Weekly is the responsibility of
the U.S. Army, Hawaii Public Affairs
Office, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii
96857. Contents of the Hawaii Army
Weekly are not necessarily the offi-
cial views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government or the Department of the
Army.

The Hawaii Army Weekly is printed
by The Honolulu Advertiser, a private
firm in no way connected with the
U.S. Government, under exclusive
written agreement with the U.S. Army,
Hawaii.

The Hawaii Army Weekly is pub-
lished weekly using the offset method
of reproduction and has a printed cir-
culation of 15,300.

Everything advertised in this publi-
cation shall be made available for pur-
chase, use or patronage without re-
gard to race, color, religion, sex, na-
tional origin, age, marital status, phys-
ical handicap, political affiliation, or
any other non-merit factor of the pur-
chaser, user or patron.

The appearance of advertising in
this publication, including inserts and
supplements, does not constitute en-
dorsement by the Department of the
Army, or The Honolulu Advertiser, of
the firms, products or services ad-
vertised.
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On Monday, March 12, I relinquished
command of U.S. Pacific Command with
high confidence to the Deputy Comman-
der, Lieutenant General Dan Leaf.

I want to commend each of you for your
service to the nation and thank you for
your support to me during the past two
years.

Your superb performance has been in-
strumental in maintaining security and sta-
bility in the Asia-Pacific region. Working
with partners, you have made good progress
in the battle against terrorists. Countless
lives have been saved and people assisted in
the wake of natural disasters. The relation-

ships you have fostered
during exercises and
engagement activities
have forged bonds of
trust between allies and
partners. All of this has
been  accomplished
while thousands of our
Pacific-based men and
women have served
with courage and dis-
tinction in Iraq and Afghanistan.
You have made a real difference in the re-
gion and the world. Your exploits have
earned the respect and admiration of Amer-

Fallon

icans and many other people. I am
immensely proud of your accom-
plishments and the many things
you continue to do. It has been
my great honor to have
served with you. Wife,
Mary, joins me in offering
our appreciation and prayer
for gods blessings on you,
your families and your
service. Well done and
mahalo. Admiral

William J. Fallon, U.S.

Navy, commander, U.S.

Pacific Command.

NEWS & COMMENTARY

votable

win every battle. But we
cannot win the peace

“We can and we will

Disability evaluation system needs

alone. In the end, Iraq
needs political and economic
solutions.”

Maj. Gen. William Caldwell,
coalition spokesman, to re-
porters in Baghdad, March 14.

‘top-down’ overhaul, officials say

FRED W. BAKER Il

American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — One of the Defense Department’s
top officials said March 8 he is not surprised that serv-
ice members get different disability ratings from
each of the services, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and the Social Security Administration.

people should not have to go through a maze or prove
themselves to get the benefits they deserve,” Winken-
werder said.

He said now is the time to question the system and
make changes needed for service members and their
families.

“It’s turning back to the bureaucracy and saying,

is what we call

® ... and that, Lieutenant,
Low Level Terrain Flyingl™

said.

2006
2001

122 days

since last fatal accident

Soldiers, as your daily
reminder to be safe, place a
“red dot” on your wristwatch.

Remember, a division train-
ing holiday will be awarded for
the first 100 consecutive days
with no accidental fatalities.

Current as of 3/14/07.

Center

“Anywhere
with my wife
and kids.”

Allan Julian
Tripler Blood Donor

Phlebotomist

They are three different systems governed by their
own sets of laws and rate disabilities using scales
unique to each department, said Dr. David S. C.
Chu, the defense undersecretary for per-
sonnel and readiness.

Each system has “fundamentally
different approaches to the basis on
which you should rate the indi-
vidual. It is, therefore, not sur-
prising that they reach different
answers,” Chu said.

“From the individual’s per-
spective, this is surely complex ...
and frustrating in its character,” he

Appearing before the House Armed
Services Committee March 8, Chu ex-
pressed confidence that, with legislati
support, the system could be fixed.

Currently, DoD is revising its disability evalua-
tion system. Each service manages its own evaluation
process within the framework of the DoD system.

The assistant defense secretary for health affairs, Dr.
William Winkenwerder Jr., said service members de-
serve fair, consistent and timely determinations.

“Complex procedures should be streamlined or re-
moved. The system must not be adversarial, and

Fiscal Year

LIGHTNING SPIRIT

Force.
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serve-component Soldiers are in a hold-over sta-
tus, including about 1,800 who have returned home
and use local hospital systems to complete their care.
In fiscal 2006, service eligibility board caseloads
were 13,162 for the Army; 5,684 for the naval serv-
ices; and 4,139 for the Air Force.
In 2001, the numbers were 7,218 for the Army;
4,999 for the naval services, and 2,816 in the Air

‘Why can’t we do it this way,” Winkenwerder said. “If
it’s not meeting the needs of the customer, it’s not get-
ting the job done.”

The Army’s top officer said that now is the
time for a “top-down” overhaul.
“There is an opportunity here that
I hope we take. That is to fix things
comprehensively,” Army Chief of
Staff Gen. Peter J. Schoomaker
said.

“This isn’t about painting
things and dealing with mildew
and fixing some administrative

processes,” he said.
About 900 active duty Soldiers
are in medical holding units around
the Army, said Army Surgeon Gener-
al Lt. Gen. Kevin C. Kiley. About 3,200 re-

Eligibility Board Caseloads

Army
13,162
7,218

Navy-

Marine Corps Air Force
5,684 4,139
4,999 2,816

S0, does the season of Lent have any meaning for you?

CHAPLAIN (LT. COL.) DONALD W. EUBANK

Fort Shafter Community Chaplain

Here we are in mid-March, and our
calendars tell us that this is the “Season of
Lent.” What is this time of the year, and
what does it have to do with us?

The truth is, many people are now
recovering aspects of a larger Christian
tradition as a means to refocus on spiritu-
ality in a culture that is increasingly sec-
ular.

Today, people who celebrate Lent mark
these five weeks before Easter Sunday
(April 8th, this year) with prayers, reflec-
tion and deeds of spiritual fitness in an-
ticipation of celebrating Easter and the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

This season of the year is equal only to
the Season of Advent in importance in
the Christian year.

In the first century, many new converts
to Christianity would seek water baptism
on Easter Sunday morning, so penitential
prayer, fasting and almsgiving traditionally
marked the season of Lent.

Some churches today still observe a
schedule of fasting on certain days
during Lent, especially the giving up of
meat, alcohol, sweets and other types of
food. Other traditions do not place as great

QfT ’;ﬂlf’f’l/)’;’lﬂ{] o

Richmond,

Mortar
|‘-' “ Infantryman

Ly

Pfec. Anthony

1-21st Inf. Regt.

an emphasis on fasting, but focus on
charitable deeds, especially helping
those in physical need with food and cloth-
ing, or simply the giving of money to
charities.

Many of our military chapels are using
this time of year to reach out to those
who are in need. Here at the Army’s Alia-
manu Military Reservation Chapel, we are
continuing to collect goods for distribution
to homeless children living in the Wa-
ianae coastal area.

Lent is a way to place ourselves before
God in complete humility. It is a way to
confess our total inadequacy before God,
to strip ourselves bare of all pretenses to
righteousness.

It is a way to empty ourselves of our
false pride, of our rationalizations that
prevent us from seeing ourselves as needy
creatures, of our “perfectionist” tenden-
cies.

Lent offers us a time to recognize and
respond afresh to God’s presence in our
lives and in our world. We seek to place
our needs, our fears, our failures, our hopes,
our very lives in God’s hands, again.
And we seek, by abandoning ourselves in
Jesus’ death, to recognize again who God
is, to allow his transforming grace to work

“The Bowling “With my

Center on daughter at

Schofield.” the local
pool.”

Spc. Hector

Rivera,
540th QM

Specialist

& Laundry and Bath

in us once more, and to come to worship
him on Easter Sunday with a fresh victo-
ry and hope that goes beyond the new
clothes, the spring flowers, the happy mu-
sic.

Most Protestant and Catholic believers
see that Lent is a time of preparation to cel-
ebrate God’s marvelous redemption at East-
er, and the resurrected life that we live
and hope for as Christians.

On April 1st, we will really enjoy cele-
brating Palm Sunday: As adults and chil-
dren enter the sanctuary, they will be hand-
ed their own palm branch. Children espe-
cially love this Sunday because it is one of
the few times they get to take an active role
in “big church.”

We will wave palm branches and cele-
brate. And we all love Easter Sunday.
It is a happy time, with flowers,
new clothes and the expectation of spring
in the air.

The ancient Jewish text from 2 Chroni-
cles 7:14 presents a powerful challenge to
people celebrating Lent: “If my people who
are called by my name humble themselves,
and pray and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal
their land.”

“What is your favorite

“The batting
cages in Pearl

Spc. Ramone
Rodriquez

W M 540th QM
Laundry and Bath
Specialist

The ancient Jewish prophet made this
challenge a penitential prayer for the faith
community, for believers. It is a call for
God’s people to repent. It is our land that
needs healed, it is our wicked ways from
which we need to turn, and we are the
ones who need to seek God’s face.

Perhaps during this Lenten season we
should stop praying for others as if we
were virtuous enough to do so, and begin
praying for ourselves, that we will turn
from evil and do the good that we know
we should do.

The Season of Lent culminates with the
joyous celebration of Easter Sunday morn-
ing. I invite you to mark your calendars
now so that you will plan to join hundreds
of us who will gather for an Easter Sunrise
Service on the USS Missouri, at 6 a.m. on
April 8th.

Drive onto Ford Island and follow the
signs that say “Special Event Parking,”
which will lead you to designated parking
areas. The Sunrise Service will be on the
deck of “Mighty Mo.” Entrance is free.

Post chaplains and chaplain assistants
of the Schofield Barracks and Fort
Shafter Unit Ministry Teams wish you
a blessed season of Lent and a joyous
Easter.

after-work hangout?”

“The
barracks.”

Sgt. Satria
Suprobo

Tripler Blood Donor
Center

Lab Tech
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(-0th (avalry Soldiers earn ther SpUTS 1__1_1 Iraq  Opp

Story and Photos by
SPC. BRYANNA POULIN
25th Combat Aviation Brigade Public Affairs

KIRKUK, Iraq — Cavalry Soldiers be-
gan their “spur ride” competition, March
4, an event that pits the candidates in
grueling challenges as part of a long-
standing tradition.

“I woke up at around 2:30 a.m., not
really knowing why I got up for this,”
Spc. Christopher W. Denman, chemical
specialist, Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Troop (HHT), 2-6th Cav. Said, laugh-
ing. “I would have done anything to have
just gone back to sleep.”

Candidates started their day with a for-
mation, but seemed baffled by the com-
mands given. The confusion was quickly
resolved. Soldiers executed the tradition-
al push up in a cadence style led by a spur
holder.

“Effective leadership style is necessary
to instill, so candidates may receive their
spurs,” said Chief Warrant Officer Kenneth
L. Woods, helicopter pilot and instructor,
HHT, 2-6th Cav., and spur holder for more
than 20 years. “My leadership approach is
based on the particular Soldier and situ-
ation.”

Once candidates were schooled in lis-
tening to commands and properly form-
ing up in a military formation, spur hold-
ers tested their organization skills. The
candidates searched for various items in
their ruck sacks while loud rock and roll
music played in the background. They
unpacked and repacked their ruck sacks,
which contained the items on the out-
lined packing list.

“Spur Holders would give us about
twenty seconds to find something in our
ruck sacks, so they could see it,” said Staff
Sgt. Andrew Caruso, communication chief,
HHT, 2-6th.

“Spur Holders are trying to implant the
Cavalry spirit. As history states, Cavalry
Soldiers were often sent on missions where
nobody else would go,” Woods explained.
“Cavalry Soldiers need to be self-con-
tained to fulfill those missions. Time man-
agement is a key instrument.”

Once the candidates successfully com-
pleted the early layout, their physical fit-
ness level was assessed in an Army Phys-
ical Fitness Test.

“Once the morning was over and the PT
test was done, I knew I had dealt with a lot
of challenges already,” Caruso said, mud
caked on his face. “I thought to myself,
what else could the spur holders chal-
lenge us with, and then I saw the mud pit.”

With the sun shining and the tempera-

ture rising, the next challenges loomed: a
20-foot low crawl under wire, and a tire
obstacle and a chariot pull through the

|
1st Sgt. Joseph Pagliaro of Headquarters, Headquarters Troop, 2nd Squadron, 6th Cavalry Reglment 25th Combat Aviation Brigade,
has spur candidates complete military style push ups for the spur ride at Forward Operating Base Warrior, March 4.

(FOB) Warrior.

“The mud pit was awesome,” Denman

Above — Spc. Jen Lee, 209th Aviation Support Battalion, 25th Combat AV|at|on
Brigade, low crawls during the spur ride, which consisted of team-building skills and
other challenges that Soldiers completed to receive their spurs.

Left — Pfc. Andrew Crosby, a wheeled vehicle mechanic with E Troop, 2nd Squadron,
6th Cavalry Regiment, 25th Combat Aviation Brigade, splashes water on his face after
completing his low crawl through mud.

rocky terrain of Forward Operating Base exclaimed, adding, “although I think I ac-

tually ate more mud than got
While some candidates tri
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clean in the mud, evident
was that spur holders thought
differently. They unveiled more of what
was in store for candidates.

“The mud pit was a little cool off for us
and was a great way to get through the
rest of the day,” Caruso said. “The chari-
ot pull was brutal, but it taught us to
come together as a team because we
weren’t going to get through it as indi-
viduals.”

Team building skills and leadership
growth were a primary focus of the chal-
lenges, whether by candidates or hold-
ers. Everyone, at some point, stepped up
to the plate and accepted leadership chal-
lenges.

“I am at the position in my Army career
where I have had leadership roles, but
there were points today where my Soldiers
were telling me what to do and I had to
listen to them,” Caruso said. “Not only
did I have to put my rank aside, but I vi-
sually saw them fulfill a leadership posi-
tion.”

Tired and their Army combat uniforms
(ACUs) caked with mud, candidates tack-
led one final task for the day: an eight-
mile ruck march around FOB Warrior.

“After mile two, I wanted to quit, but the
buses didn’t run on the course we were
walking,” Denmam said, jokingly. “Yet, 1
knew how far I had come and didn’t want
to quit. Plus, I wanted my spurs.”

“Everyone was tired from the entire
day. The ruck march showed we had to
pull together as one unit to get all of us
through,” Caruso said. “This morning we
had the attitude that everyone who start-
ed together was going to finish together.

“There were times some Soldiers were
carrying two ruck sacks because someone
was so exhausted and we were a team.”

Spur holders are the eyes and ears of the
battlefield. Someone who is resourceful
and a little daring is the ideal candidate for
a spur, which is why candidates must en-
dure so much to wear them, Woods be-
lieves.

After an exasperating day of demand-
ing obstacles and countless push ups, spur
candidates were treated to a bountiful
dinner then a ceremony where they re-
ceived their polished silver spurs to wear
on their boots.

“Today was a success because of the re-
actions I see from the Soldiers. They were
not willing to quit, [though] we put them
through the wringer today,” Woods said.
“That to me articulates success because
many of the milestones we set for our-
selves were covered today.”

.__-h.
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Leaders call on (ongress to fund improvised explosive device research

Gates and Marine Gen. Pace seek
comprehensive approach to IEDs

JIM GARAMONE

American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Defense leaders last week called
on Congress to approve a further $2.4 billion to de-
feat the biggest killer of Americans in the Middle East:
the improvised explosive device.

Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates and Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Marine Gen. Peter Pace told
the Senate Appropriations Committee that the fiscal
2007 emergency supplemental request includes mon-
ey to fund research into defeating IEDs. The money
is in addition to $2 billion Congress already has ap-
propriated this year to deal with the problem.

Gates stressed to the senators that this is an over-
riding concern in the Department of Defense.

“The most unpleasant aspect of my job is every
night going home and hand-writing notes to the
families of those who have been killed in action,”
Gates said. “And there’s a sheet behind every one of
those letters that tells me how they died, and about
70 percent of them are the IEDs. So the whole De-
partment of Defense is as highly motivated as an or-
ganization can be to try and figure out a way to get
around these.”

Gates said he has met with retired Army Gen.
Montgomery Meigs, the director of the Joint IED
Defeat Organization. “I asked General Meigs, ... ‘Do
you have enough money? Are you pursuing every av-
enue that makes any sense at all?’” he said. “And he
assured me that with the enactment of the request that

we have made both for the supplemental and then for
(fiscal) ‘08 that he has the resources that he needs to
do this.”

Pace said the effort against IEDs is more than sim-
ply looking for a technological answer. Experts in Iraq
learn from every device that explodes, then they
take the information and share it widely “so the
troops training right now to go over overseas in the
future have the information from the most recent tac-
tics, techniques and procedures of the enemy,” Pace
said.

Pace said the coalition and Iraqi forces look at the
entire IED process, adding that coalition forces have
secured 435,000 tons of ammunition from more than
15,000 locations in Iraq.

“Just getting at the source of the explosives is
part of the problem,” he said, “then the factories

where they’re built, and the individuals who build
them, and then the individuals who deliver them, and
then the individuals who put them in place. So we go
after the entire chain of events.”

Pace said coalition and Iraqi security forces find
more than half of [EDs that are emplaced. “And then,
thanks to the technologies involved, we have fewer
and fewer casualties for the explosions that do take
place,” he said.

There is no easy solution, Gates said, and the Unit-
ed States must keep pushing at the problem.

“The reality is we face an agile and a smart ad-
versary, and as soon as we ... find one way of trying
to thwart their efforts, they find a new technology or
a new way of going about their business,” he said.
“But I can assure you this is a very high priority for
us.”
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State to recognize Fort Shafter’s 100th anniversary

Hawaii’s oldest Army post
is recognized for its lasting
contributions in the Pacific

U.S. ARMY, PACIFIC

News Release

FORT SHAFTER — The State of Hawaii’s
House and Senate adopted resolutions in
separate ceremonies at the State Capitol,
March 9, to honor Fort Shafter’s 100th an-
niversary, June 24.

U.S. Army, Pacific (USARPAC), com-
mander, Lt. Gen. John M. Brown III, ac-
cepted both proclamations on behalf of the
historic base’s Soldiers, civilians and fam-
ily members.

When receiving the proclamation from
Sen. Lorraine Inouye, Brown was joined by
the 94th Army Air Missile Defense Com-
mand’s 2006 Soldier of the Year, Spc.
John Quinlan, and the Noncommissioned
Officer of the Year, Staff Sgt. Aaron
Townsend

The U.S. Army Garrison, Hawaii, com-
mander, Col. Howard Killian, and US-
ARPAC Command Sgt. Maj. Joseph P.
Zettlemoyer also attended and expressed
appreciation for the recognition.

Fort Shafter is the Army’s oldest post in
Hawaii and houses the USARPAC head-

Fom

" -

The State of Hawaii's House and Senate adopted resolutions in separate ceremonies at

the State Capitol, March 9, to honor Fort Shafter's 100th anniversary, which will occur

June 24, 2007.

control and support of Army forces in
the Asia-Pacific region.

USARPAC provides combat-ready forces
in support of security operations to pro-
mote regional stability and ensure suc-
cessful crisis response or decisive victory
in the Asia-Pacific region and throughout
the world.

It’s been said that the USARPAC team is

doing just about everything, just about
everywhere. On any given day, USARPAC
has roughly 12,600 Soldiers and Depart-
ment of the Army civilians deployed to
more than 20 nations and locations, par-
ticipating in service, joint, bilateral and
multilateral exercises and operations
throughout the U.S. Pacific Command

House Resolution

Recognizing the continuing importance of Fort Shafter to the State of Hawaii and to the coun-
try, its people, and security, on the occasion of its centennial celebration.

WHEREAS, the military exists to serve our
country and state by protecting our citizens
and other enduring national interests; and
WHEREAS, construction on Fort Shafter be-
gan in 1905 on the ahupua’a of Kahauiki, for-
mer Hawaiian crown lands; and

WHEREAS, Fort Shafter, which was named
after Major General William R. Shafter (1835-
1906) who led the United States expedition to
Cuba in 1898, has served as the headquarters
of the United States Army, Pacific (USARPAC),
since 1907; and

WHEREAS, USARPAC commands most Army
forces in the Asia-Pacific region with the ex-
ception of Korea, with the mission of promot-
ing regional stability, providing United States
Pacific Command (PACOM) with trained and
ready force to support security operations that
range from engagement to war fighting, and
ensuring successful crisis response or decisive
victory; and

WHEREAS, since September 11, 2001, US-
ARPAC soldiers have played a vital role in
homeland defense for Hawaii, Alaska, Guam,
and Japan, and have provided critical support
for operations with our nation’s allies else-
where in the region; and

WHEREAS, in the years to come, USARPAC
will remain vital to national security strategy

in this dynamic region and will continue

to meet the Army’s evolving requirements
and vision for America’s army in the Pacific
as a tailored, highly deployable multi-compo-
nent contributor to joint and multinational
teams; capable of quick crisis response and
decisive victory; ready, responsive, and en-
gaged; values-based; supportive of and caring
for its soldiers, civilians, and families; and
supportive of the PACOM’s strategy of pro-
moting peace, democracy, security, and peace-
ful development in the Asia-Pacific region;
and

WHEREAS, FORT SHAFTER ranks as one of
the state’s largest employers, with more than
25,000 full-time soldiers and civilians em-
ployed throughout the Pacific and 9,000 more
in the National Guard and Army Reserve;
now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the House of Representa-
tives of the Twenty-Fourth Legislature of the
State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 2007, that
this body hereby recognizes the continuing
importance of Fort Shafter to the State of
Hawaii and to the country, its people, and se-
curity on the occasion of its centennial cele-
bration, and extends its sincerest appreciation
and wishes for a strengthened relationship in
the coming years.

quarters, the focal point for command,

area of responsibility and the world.

Jeremy S. Buddemeier | U.S. Army Garrison, Hawaii, Public Affairs

Governor greetings

U.S. Territory of Guam Governor Felix Camacho addresses 127 Guam Army National Guard Soldiers from
Team D, 1-294th Infantry, during their mobilization training at Schofield Barracks Area X, March 7.

The governor and first lady made a brief stop to Oahu on their return trip from a governors’ conference in
Washington, D.C.

Emergency fund critical, not so hard to build

WILLIAM BRADNER

Army News Service

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Though financial experts dis-
agree on the amount — quoting anything from $500 to
two month’s pay — they all agree that saving for an
emergency fund is a “must-have” item in anyone’s
budget.

Unexpected financial challenges pose a huge risk
for those living from paycheck to paycheck. Sudden re-
pairs needed on a vehicle, unexpected dental needs, or
parking or driving fines can all cause unnecessary
stress. More importantly, they can cost a person far more
than the original expense through high loan rates, fi-
nancing fees, or late penalty fees for those who juggle
bills when an unexpected expense crops up.

“Time is the most important ingredient in any savings
recipe,” said Suze Orman, CNBC financial correspondent
and author of “The Money Book for the Young, Fabu-
lous and Broke.” She recommends putting away some-
thing every pay period, even if it’s just a few dollars.

“When you do that, a little becomes a lot, and you can
save yourself,” she said.

The Defense Department has teamed up with the
Consumer Federation of America to provide tools, re-
sources and financial counseling to service members

through www.militarysaves.org. Its enlisted the help
of Orman to help Soldiers learn the tricks and tips to be-
coming financially strong.

The Web site contains dozens of examples of where
to shave expenses and create an emergency savings ac-
count — from saving pocket changes each day to bring-
ing your lunch to work — without making huge sacri-
fices.

It also has links to savings calculators, suggestions on
where to put your emergency fund, and print and elec-
tronic newsletters with tips on how to save virtually any-
where money is spent.

“Saving money is important for single Soldiers, too,”
said Isaac Templeton, chief of transition support serv-
ices at the Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation
Command.

While single Soldiers might not have the additional
stress of planning financially for a family, they should
be making financial plans, too, according to Templeton.
Many installation BOSS programs are participating in
Military Saves Week through a contest that encourages
Soldiers to save, and may reward their installation
BOSS program for doing so in a “sign up to save”
competition.

(Editor’s Note: William Bradner writes for the Fam-
ily and Morale, Welfare and Recreation Command.)

Plans make future brighter

Surveys indicate less than 20
percent of Soldiers and civilians
are planning for retirement

MARGARET MCKENZIE

Army News Service

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — The Thrift Savings Plan,
a voluntary savings and investment retirement
program for federal employees and uniformed
service members, is designed to make it easy for
Soldiers to save for retirement.

There are huge taxes and savings benefits to
Soldiers who participate in this program, espe-
cially while deployed, according to Isaac Tem-
pleton, chief of transition support services at
the Family and Morale Welfare and Recreation
Command.

Some new recruits who enlist in critical mili-
tary occupational specialties areas may also be
entitled to receive a matching contribution. Par-
ticipants in the TSP Matching Funds Pilot Pro-
gram receive matching contributions on the first
five percent of pay that is contributed each pay
period of their initial term. The first three percent
of pay that is contributed is matched dollar-for-
dollar; the next two percent is matched at 50
cents on the dollar.

Whether or not the savings are “matched,”
elective deferrals are tax-deferred amounts that
participants contribute to TSP instead of receiv-
ing it as pay. The contributions are not consid-
ered taxable gross income for the year in which
they are contributed. The Internal Revenue Code
allows Soldiers to contribute up to $45,000 to TSP
this year.

The Savings Deposit Program —not to be con-
fused with TSP — is also available to Soldiers
serving in designated combat zones. Participants
may deposit all or part of their unalloted pay into
a DoD savings account, up to $10 thousand dur-
ing 